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1. Communication between Members in Great Britain and Overseas.

2. A means of exchanging ldeas, plants and seeds ete.

3. To assist beginners in growlng Irises and to offer help with prohblems.
b, To roport on Hybridisation,
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chﬂlrmﬂtiluruuuolrcurnuf Mr. Jack Venner, '"Raven's Grﬂft‘ 12“. E't.ﬁﬂrtrh Rd,
LITTLE CLACTON. ESSEX CO16 9NY,
'ﬂca—ﬂhaima.n............ Mrs. Hilda Goodwin, 42, Tycehurst Hill, LOUGHTON.ESSEX.IG10 1DA
Hon, Secty/Treas......... Mrs.Joan Trevithick, B6a, Grantham Rd., RADCLIFFE-on-TRENT.
NOTTINGHAM, NG12 2HY,
Hon. Newsletter Eiitor... Mrs.Joan Trevithick, 86a, Grantham Rd, RADCLIFFE-on-TRENT.'
NOTTINGHAM. NG12 ZHY.
. Seed Distribution,.. Mr, David Trevithick, 86a, Grantham Rd., RADCLIFFE-on-TRENT.

Officer, NOTTINGHAM. NG12 2HY,
Hon, Librarian...vsseeess Mrs, Jennifer Hewitt, 'Haygarth', Cleeton St, Hary,
(Siberian Rnprennnt.u.tiva} CLEOBURY MORTIMER. KIDDERMINSTER ilores DYfh

Japanese Representative.. Mrs Anne Blanco Yhite, 72, South Hill Fark, LONDON WNi3 28N,
Bpuria ﬁa‘premntativa.... Mr, Adrian Whittaker, 'Chestnuts', Hilden Yay, LITTLETON.
H’IHWEH. Eﬂﬂtu-
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w--------:; Mr. Jack Venner..i.«.. address as aboVeicssssssssssssanas
w.--:;----- Mrs Anne Blanco hite...... address as aboVe.ssiessssnosnas
Horth Vestern Ares.... Mr., Ray Wilson, 'Dalehead’, 100, Blackburn Rd, E}HH%-EY. LANES.
8rJ,
Southorn AIGRsssssssss Mr. Adrian Whittaker..... address as above ..sessvssssenss
Veat Midland Area..... Mr, FPhilip Allery, 199, Walsall Rd. ALDRILDGE Nr. WALSALL
WS9 OBE.

Many Members have m:it't.en ta u.u.y how useful 1t 1:: to have our'Offlcers in the field'
We thank each and every one for thelr service to the Group, and hope that you enjoy 1it,
and will contlnue to give your help and advice as long as you are ablos...

H**H*-H-HI-H Hﬂ-ﬂ-m S SR

e have had a very 'bus:f time in this, the early part of the 10th., Anniversary Year.
Reporters have made a tremendous effort to put their Reports in, for which many
congratulations. However, there is a slight delay in getting your Newsletter to you, so
please forgive and have patience.... Thank you... ...

Newsletters are published in February and July, remember, this ls your
Newsletter, so write in, if you have a query, commant or just to say
how your Irlses are faring... Ed...s
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S I hmre taken these delightful lines frofi” ‘D‘alllla‘ ‘thu Jarding IV, 1=~
Soft where the distances recede, behold s 1P 242
Half wvelled in mist perspectives wide unfold,
Whlle near a bower attractive, and retired,
in Art's and Nature's cholecest gifts attlred,
Adorned wlith shrubs and flowers, appears to say,
'"hat seek ye more? Here, here contented stay 1’

It is an acknowledged fact that gardening 1s a therapeutic occupation..... Seelng
Irisarlans at work with thelr beautiful exhibits at Moulton and agaln in London, everyone
will agree that thls is absolutely certaln.... Despite Weather condlitions, some
excallent bBlooms were produced.,., I marvel sometlmes at how it is done... nodoubt at all
«vs loving carvelil
_ o had ata.:ﬂs at both Shows this year.. Slmcers thanku are dun to the Members who
helped, whether 'volunteers' or 'pressed men'. On June 7ths at Moulton, Marion Wood nolly
'stopped in' and worked,’ selling plants and seeds and offering advice for most of the
dey, ally assisted by Vendy Whittaker (Adrain's wife), who joined in after a long and
tirinz journey. Thay made a total profit of £60.1p. A wonderful. effort... Harry Fosteres
beautiful Irises certainly put a finishing touch to our Stand, included in the vase were-
1,81b, 'Lavender Light'a lovely pale lavender, 'Soft Blue', 'Emperor', 'Cocl Springs’,
'Olive Dodge' an arresting red, seedling W _13 AP and 'Cleg Hillsg' Jonnifer's excellent
Uybrid, Many thanks Harry... Many thanks mlso to the Members who brought along thelr
plants to be sold for the funds, some quite 'special'... greatly appresiated.

" The success of the whole Show was due to Brett Tussler and Sidnoy Linnegar, who,
once agaln organised and arranged evar:ur'bhing so well,

Anne Blance White kirdly carried and 'set up' ‘bhe'mﬂtﬂgmphic Ixhibit'at the
London Show, where we were nllotted a corner space... There were quito a fow enquiries
coneerning our Group... Agaln Harry Foster genamualy pla.cnﬂ tun vases of his Irises, to
& hanco our Exhibitlon. One containing I.Sib, ATDE
many admlring commonts. As at Moulton the other uonta.lnarl 1ha axtmm-::ly attrn.ctuva
Tetraplolds, which are now belng seen, more and mura.nn the Show Eunch. Sincere *t-hu.ﬂka
to Anng and Harry.

& big thank you also to Bileen Wise (B.1.S. Membership Secrctary) and her ha.nﬂ of
helpers, incluling Mary Fraser and Bunice Frenkiel and all the others who looked after
the Stand on the 2nd., day of the Show, not forgetting the' clming up' afterwards, To

Torman Payne, who, so willingly took a turn at 'minding the shop' whilo Committoe
llembers wore a‘h‘c.nrﬂing a Meoting to finalize the 'Copditiopng devigod by the Committee

'"amd the 'Constitution of thg Committco’ you will
find both of thaua Printed at the end of the Newsletter,

Ve welcome 8 new Members, 6, here in Great Britaln and 2, in America...

Ies, C.0.Calvert, who lives at Albrighton, Wolverhampton of David Austin Roses, has
Jjoined us. Miss Lucy Bdwardg M.B.E. of West Bridgford, a friend of Iris Nadfords...
more about Lucy under the 'My Irises' soction, Mp, T.Wipstapley of Beechill, Wigan is
hoping to obtaln more Siberlen Irises to form a collection. Mr, tgtor linvpapd the
Secrctary of the B.I.8. jolned us at the Moulton Show. Mp, Alan Edwaxds of Woest Hamble
Dorking, came along and jolned us at the London Show, after looking at Harry's
outstanding Sibirleas, as also did Mpg, Anna Klalgner of Malda Vale who is hoplng to
grow Yhite Sibiricas particularly.”  Oversesas.. c.u of Upperco
Harylan! 1s the Hon. Treas/Membership Secty. of the Society of Japancse Irises U.S.A.
Iixs. Lorena M.Reid of Springfleld Or, U.S.A.runs a Beardlees Irls Nurscry with the
delightful name of 'Laurle's Gaxrden'.

ile hope you all enjoy rearding the Newsletters, and that you will write and tell
us about your garden and tho Irises you grow, when you-feol llke it, an’ have the time,

Our first Coffee Morning held at the home of Debbie and Faul Hudson in West
Bridgford on April 12th, despite the bad weather, which prevented some Members from
attending, proved a very enjoyatle morning. Debble and Paul 's warm wolcome, ably
nsalated by Faoml (34) who dispensed the bigdults, dispelled the raln as we watched a
Slide Show of Irises and their Hollday in Peru. The funds benefited by £28,50p. Many
thanks to everyone.

Don't forget to save all the seeds you can please, not too many bees about...
e have sold more than ever thls year... Keep up yhe Good Work. A1l the Best,
Joan Trevithick,
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Chalrman's Lotter.

Dear Fellow lMembers. In last years' July Newsletter I mentioned that the Iris season
had beem extraordinary, so very late,due to continuous bad weather,., iihat about this
season??? Surely, for most of us, here in England, 1t must be the latest and wettest yet.
The cold andshowery Apriltype weather, seems to have covered the whole country from
February; right up to the end of May, with just an occaslonal dry warmer day here and
there, The first days of June seemed more 1ike winter. Some of us are old cnough to
remember the pre-war song 'It's June in January', wéll.. if you hAva'nt experlenced that,
you can certainly say that you have had the reverse... 'January in June'. That's Britain
for you, one never knows weatherwlse what to expect. One day 1t is winter clothing and
ralncoats, the next, the least amount of clothlng to conform to respectability....
However, I must keep on the Irim track.. it has not,generally speaking,been a mood year
for T4B's, but it has, anl still ls,a fine season for Beardless Irses. The abundance of
soil molsture seems to have producel lush foliage and plenty of flowers, Now that in the
last days of June, we arg having a sudden-heat wave, the Spurlas are showing a mass of
buds.. Ben Hager's early 1966 'Frotege' 185 1f peak flower, an outsyaniing twepty 4'6"
stems carrylng numerous, large flowers with light blue-violet standards and white ‘falls
closcly veined lGlue; a touch of yellow at the hafts adds to the attraction... a very
atriking Iris,., The Sibiricas have been really gorgeous, but are now fading.,., 'Ruffled
Volvet' still remains in full glory... a super long flowering plant...

I send my thanks to the Officers and Committee of the CGroup, and to everyone who
has sent in an article or letter, alsc to those of you who help to make our Seed
Distribution so popular. I hope that, like me, you are having a very successful Iris-
Season.. oh, by the.way I am looking forward to the sensational tlooms of the Japanese
IrPs Kaempforl (or Bnsata call them what you will), I am keeping them well-watered during
thls dry period, hope you are t00... :

\s always we lock. forward to hearing from you, both at Home and Oversens... Do'nt
forpget that the exchange of information and seeds ete. is vital to the progress in
broeding better Irlses for curselves and for future Generatlons....

Happy and Successful Iris Growing... A1l the Best..... Jack vennar.

2T W N 2 M S - N

My Irises » by Mary Fraser

fly two=-thirds of an Acre garden was originally a clearing in a wood on a hill,
Belns on a slope, this morg or less solves any trouble with dralnage.., The soll is
neutral,..&tony... The house is bullt of local flint, obtalned from the quarry, which ls
on the other slde of the hill.,.. I think the bullder must have buried the stones he
rojocted, in the gardenii! In the last ten years I have dellberately workel in parts of
it to produce a more acid compost. . ; : '

Today, the gamlen is encircled by trees, mostly different forms of conlfer which
ware planted ten years ago,amn] are now matured enough to make thelr id antity felt, They
are larce enouth to provide spome protectlonffrom most of the awful weathor, Interspersed
botween these trees are Rhododendrons,Azaleas and shrubs which include Viburnum
Sarpontiac, Halesin, Nyssa Sylvatliea, Clerodemirum Japonica and many others... There is
now a woolland path round the garden, full of surprises.. and very uscful when young
nophews =nd nloces come to vigitli!

i Two peat beds rise on one elde of the house, in curved'shelves'.. Thoy contaln
somg vory preclous plants... To tell you about all of them HnuJTd take up too much space,
but énc of thom does house Irses Winogradowll, Innominata(lluc form) and Graminea...

i In 1982 I joined the B,I.5. and almost immediately, the Mercian Group,.,, By 1983
1 had succumbe! entirely an? helplessly to the fascination of the Irls, especially the
Spoeics and joining the Species Group has enabled me to collect seeds and sealllngs,
some of the lovely wild Irises and some of thelir Hybrids, Incluied arc I.Hartwegil,
Iacrosinhon, Mnell (kept in Alpine House), Douglasiana in several forms, Ionax,

Drpctents, Sintengil, Kernmeriana, Setosa, % in several forms aml a number of
P,C,1.Hybrids, There are plants of I.Forrestil, » Pgoudpcorus, Fgowlacorus
Bagtaril, Fulvala, Virsinica, Versicolor, 'Gorald Darby' 'Holden Clowsh', Lnsata
an Sonzarica.

Last year a practical friend helped me to build a bulbd frame which is useful for
difficult Junos. In this and the Alpine House there are several Oncocyclus, idogelia and

lomilocvelus Tris. Papradoxa, Lortetil, Gatesll, Acutiloba, Jvlphide and Clotho E‘laﬂfr;d
ye cont.
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last year; Iris Afghanlca will, I hopz?ﬁthia yenr,

After the Mercian Flant Sale in the latter part of 1985, two more Iris beds had
to be mace, one for accomodating the Beardod Irises I had purchase! aml the other to
houso more ¢.C.I's and Sibiricas... Apart from the lovely Hybrid Reticulats Irises, I
have several Specles, two collected forms, Iris Hyrgana and Iris Famphyvlica which, to my
great joy, flowercd thls year in a very 'lonz tom' in the Alpine House, in which I also
overwintered Iris Copfuga and Irls Japopion, in order to keep the leavos groen and free
from the 'baby' slugs which 'machine-gunned' them last year,

On the other side of the house, a smaller'white' garden is beginning to show
signs of maturlty. I need hardly say this venture stemmed from my first vialt to
Eiﬂﬂi@mﬁt about ﬂ' Yoars HEQI "

' At the bottom of the garden which is fairly molst, the Irises are contained in a
circular pool..,., Water Irises, fish, frogs, newts and water 1ilies, inhablt this area.
llow I have jolned ;‘ou in the 8.5 & J. Group..., The only Spurias I hed before were
I. Musdnmanica (from seed) A .Talte, Halophils and Graminea.... but the yoar is still
younZesss

(Thank you Mary, you are to be congratulated on such a fine collection.. Ve will do
our best to help you to extend this as time goes by. Best Wishes. &4, )

A S R S R

My Ixiges.
L.8ibirica 'Dragonfly’ by Fhyl Olver
& couple of yoars ago I was lucky enough to be given a root of W.J.Dykes hybrid
‘Dragonfly’, Knowing nothing about it's format, I planted it near the'Epofit-af afrather
fdamp border 1n half ghade, It seamed to like this treatment, as it has thrived and
withstood the last two Winters... partleularly cruel here in Kent,

I am not really an Irls Speclalist, but would describe it's Hlue flowers as slightly
better all round than those of the ordinary Sibirica; they are a little larger and
and a clearer blue (at least this is so in my slightly acid soil),

It's charm for me, lles in lt's graceful height anl it'S generoslty in flower. Last
Summer, having established itself in barcly two years, 1t produced sevonteen fine stenms,
most of them almost five feet in height, and effectively disposed on the plant.. I would
describo it as n::ﬂ.stmg.tlc rather than showy ilil

( Thank you Fhyl, sounds a real beauty, also for the seeds, Ed,)
B e R :
My Iriges. by Marion Wood,

(Marion Wood's flrst letter should have been published last year, 1t was lnadvertently
filed, In putlishing it together with thls year's upiate, I send her sincerc apologles
for the omission, Biitor.)

In the first letter Marion tells of the severe weather in February 1985, thet the
ground was frogen solid, but she had a lot of Chrysographes X F.C.1's (and vice versa)
seed to ralse for colchleining. Only a few of tha 28 Sibirlecas have doubled thelr
chromosomes so far, and the results are not pleasing. Corrier has such lovely Tetraplolds
that it doaes'nt seem worthwhile golng down that road... The %0 chr. Siberians are lovely
but the potal toxture tends to ba too flimay to stand up to the wind end reln we get here
in Dssex. I hope that perhaps a Tetraplold will have a bettor texture...

Currier's 'frairie Warbler' Aid not do well last year, but it 1s not really falr to
juige a first year plant. I am hoping it will branch, as it does 1n his plctures, this
Winter (8%/86), I think, perhaps,the Amcrican plants need a hotter, drier sort of a
climato than I have, 'My Love' was reblooming in the hot drought of Daeven last year, but
Aled out for me. '

I have planted my bog, but while I was away, during the first frosts, tho blackbinis
convince! themsclves that they were multi-ended worms and carried off most of the
seedlings.ss I have re-popped as many as I could find... I have a troop of scrappy
squawking he-blackbirds trylng to sort nut territories at present, and diggdng like mad
at anythlng soft....

Marlon, in hor second letter dated April/86 tells again of a disastrous Spring in
which most of her Hebes and also her Loulslana Irises have dled, helpel by the

marawling Hlackbirds and compounded by botrytis,.. How she has been tr?a.t.im) some
cont.
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Tetraploid, germipating seeds (Spring 83) but none have shown s tetraploid so far.
However a (Splashdown seciling X a seedling from a remontant I.Forrestii of Margaret Owen
'remonted' with a second sheaf of flower stems ln September 1985, This may only have
happenod because of the late hot summer, but I shall be interested to wstch it again this
year. It's shape was poor and 1t was a spotty yellow flower:

In Spring /85 I treated a lot of germinating (Siberians (£)(40). X F.C.I's gl}{#ﬂ}}
seeds and lost about BO% after ten weeks. None of the reciprocal cross (¥.0.I.(f)(40) X
Siberian (m)(40)) germinated until /86, About half of the survivors were plented out and
then many dio? in the 85/86 Winter... I had a few pots left in the cold framo, and when
these scodlings started into gowth this Spring, I cut them down to the growing polnt and
colchicined them 'upside-down' for 12 hours... Washed and re-potted them. Meny have
since dlod, but a few are still growing into swollen green lumps, so may be interesting
in the future,.. A1l my seed from crosses using 'Forstell' as female parent has been bad
also from'Pink Hagel., 'Dance Ballerina Dance' however, have set good sead,.. The
green-house, frame, kitchen and garden are bursting at the seams, as 1s the bog, where
all sorts of lovely Frythroniums--unnamed now, courtesy of balckbirds, are in full Yloonm,
'‘rairic Wartler' and 'Varied Buntingare' are growlng well in a nearby bed, but I think
I will bo moving them to a sunnler place in the marden.., I dn feel that a lot of the
American Siberlans require a warmer summer than I seem to be ahle to manage, especlally
the 'repeat hWloomers'. I may.be graedy, but a secotd crop of bldoms is a lovely treat,
particularly if the first crop did not set any seediil . ; ' -

I would llke to ask, through the Newsletter, if anyone 1s hybridiging Japanese
Irises in Gt. Britain??? Jack Veénnér said he would, if any would survive for him in Esse
g0 far they have'nt... He would llke to have a go with Jap. Tets. Is anyono else trying
this fascinating hobhy???. 1f.so0 I would like :ﬁahﬂﬂ-m you-please,.. All the best...

i T A ST R
My Gardanine : T B g < i i, By Lucy Biwards,

. I have always loved gardening, inherited, ne doubt, from my Father and Mother, alss
my Grandmother, but actuallyy in 1ife, 4%t s only sinee I have retired that I have been
atle to indulge myself: I have worked €orill years as a Librarian fgr Nottingham Clity
Council, founding in 1958 the first ever Department of Local Studies for tho Clity
Library (this has"how become known, ald over the @puntry). I became inereasingly
interestod, during this time la our iwo famous writers.. Byron and D.H.Lswr . For
over 30, years, I worked at Nowsteal Abbey, and created the City's first D.H.Lawrence
collection. .. : s, '

In 1978 I was awarded the M.B.E, for services to the City of Nottlnghom, rather
nice, because I loved the work, Now 13 years later, I have retired but, but I still
continug my interest in Local History, anl in Byron and Lawrence actively, In 1988
we celebrate tho Bi-centenary of Byron's Blrth, at the moment I am busy contacting
the many-Nombers of the Soclety,' both here and overseas,

In my garden I 1like to accomodate the birds as well as the plants and trees.. I
_grow quite n few 01d FPaghloned Roses, as wéll as several large trees, but as I live
quite cloge to the Mbver Trent I find that Ixises, 'which 1 love, are growlng very well,
when they become established, I am very pleased to joln your Group, becausc now I can
rxtend. my collectlon and learn more about them., Best Wishes to you all... .

In NMomory, B TRRE 2

Hn:;'-'uxtenu‘l pur Sincere Smmpathy to John Taylor in the death of his dear Wife Mary.. Mary
was always so full of fun and really enjoyed the Iris Meetings, until her illness a few
yoars pmo, Hor courage and fortitule must help John in these dark days, He is not well
himself, e sond love and support, hoping that your Irises and the carc of them will
bring » measure of enmfort.. God Blees.

Pil11 Ghﬂatt}phar's sirlden death on the 9th March, brought much sadness to hls many
frien's who love? and respected him, paricularly in the Mercla Group, Ye send! slncere
con*oleonces to his famlly and the friénds who knew him, he will be sal'ly missed.

In the U,8.4. the work of Professor MeGarvey on the genetics of Siberians is, no
doubt well documented, here we know him by name only, but his lntroductions have glven
us new colour hreaks and valuahle breeding Irises, they are really desorving Uf(ﬁﬂnt}.

L7 s i b il
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award, e have recelved a notification that Prefessor MeGarvey died last December, we
san our Sympathy to his family and friends, His name will live on in the shape of his
lovely Irises. .

A T IS A T I R 26

an and g Iris o] : by Currier McBEwen,
Joan has reminded me that 1t 1s 10 years since I wrote my first article for the
9.8 & J. Newsletter (1976) and I am very pleased to have the chance tc write this uplate,
One of the most notalle achlevements has been the success of this Group and I send my
wnrmest congratulations and thanks to those who brought it in to being and have guided
it's growth. This, in turn, 1s part of tho wider story of steadily increasing interest

=L

in 8iberian an! other beardless Irlses in many Countries,

Ton years ago I was a lonely figure ln the use of colchloline to induce tetraploldy
in Slbarian anl Japanese Irises.. although some trials had been made in Japani Now,,
Qobert Holllngworth in tho United States, Marion Wood in England, Bckard Berlin also
‘Tomas Tamberg in Germany, have joined in these efforts and perhaps there are others
about whom I Ao not yet know.

Experience has shown, without question, I helieve, that tetraplolty contributes
some aflvantages in larger flowers with stronger substance, richer colors and accentuation
of such features as ruffling and patterns... On the other hand, they tend to lack the
more fcliecate grace of the dlploide,- and thelr strong substance tonds to make them all
have the flaring form... As one who was a ploneer in the dovelopment of totraplolds, let
me emphasige,ns strongly as I can, that I consider the tetraplolds pc gubgtitute for
diplolds; each has 1t's own qualitles and both have thelr place in the garden,

" Partlcular progress has been made in the Slberians and ib recent years thelr
populaxrity in the Unitod States, Gt. Britaln ani on the Continent has increased greatly.
Ag 2 result hybridlsers, who formerly worked only with Bearded Irlses, have turned thelr
nttention to Slberlans slso, and those alrovady 1ln the fleld have been lntroduclng
flowers of ever increasing quality... A factor in many of the best new introductlons,
which gives me particular pleasure has been the discovery of the value of my 'Ruffled
Velvet' as a parent,.. In the hands of Bee Warburton, Harley Brisco and others, 1t has
contributed 1t's genes to some of the finest seedlings yet seen... I have been glad to
sce also a growing interest in minlature Siberians with the introduction of plants with
2% inch stems and flowers on 6-Binch stalks,

Another flaeld in which Eckard Berlin and Tomas Tamberg have baon especlally
actlve and successful,is of 'wide ecross' hybrids, between 28 and 40 chromosome
Siborians (and tetraploids from them) and Irises of other Series.. This has given, not
only some most interesting and lovaly flowers, but in the case of tetraplolds has also
contributed 'fertllity' ln what had formerly been sterile hybrids... an! thus a whole
new ficld of hybridising has been opened,...

Intercst in Japanese Irises also is Bncreasing, especially in tho United States,
although not as dramatically as 1n the case of Siberlans... One dlsalvantage suffered
by Japenese Irises ls that,unlike the Siberlans, they are not seem in the Tour Gardens
at the Annual Conventions of the American Iris Soclety because of their later season of
Hlnom,,. I am sure that this has been a handicap in England and other countries also..
In the United States, Japanese Iris Shows have been held, especlally in Kslamagoo,
Hichizan and Summerville South Carolina for years, but for the first time a Japanese
Iris 'Mini-Conventlon' was held last year in Kalamagzoo, some 80 J.I. enthusiasts
enjoyed two full days of garden vislts, Julging exercises, shows and lectures,.. The
exporience was so successful that at once 1t was declded to repeat this every two years,
with the next to be in Summerville in 1987,.. Already, however, plans arc afoot, to
start lMectings in other parts of the Country, and I have no doubt that soon these'Mini
Conventions' will be held each year...

Thus far, I think I am the only one in the West working very intonelvely to
develop tetraploidy in Japanese Irlses... My first 'Raspberry Rimmed' was introduced in
1979... Since then there have been another four, and this year I am introducing two
more, one of which, a very large, ruffled white, is my first six- petalles tetraploid.
Sovoral hundred seedlings will bloom this July for tho firet tlme... I walt esgerly to
see them,,, Let me emphasize agaln, however, as I did in the case of the Siberlans, that
I continue my efforts with diploids no less avidly....

"Repest Bloom' among both Siberlan and Japanese Irises contlnues to be one of my

spocial interests, as also ls the development of 'Miniatures'. Last :,Eem:{n. I:v:?l:.' 1ittle
eont,
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red and white, 3 petalled J.I. hloomed with 3inch flowers on 12 inch stalks,. I love it,.
but whether there 1s much future for 'little ones' ln a class of preponderant huge
flowers, remains to be seen. ! -

" DBefore leaving the subject of Japanese Irises let me ask for your halpdiiiiill
I have accepted the responsibllity of serving as Edltor of a book on Japanese Irlses
similar to the one on Siberlans... I have been ahle to find 1ittle of solid information
about dliseases and pests of thesd flowers, and will appreciate greatly any information
that you can sen! me elther from your own experience ‘br from your reading..; I will also
appreciate your comments about culture of J.I's in Gt. Britaln and any other aspects of
them that you consider noteworthy.... ¥ pafse

I can thlnk of no better way t® end these remarks than to mention the lovely

experience Mlizabeth and I enjoyed last Fall in our visits to England and Germany. During
our short stay in Lonion we had the opportunity to see only Anne and Thomas Blanco White
an? Jennifer Hewltt, but look forward to seelng more of you on our next trip.. A major
nivantage of the new arrangement by which Shirley rope 1s now taking care of the
shipping part of 'Scaways Gardens' is that Elizabeth and I have some time free in thk
Pall, but not, alas, during YWoom-time when my hybridizing is in full swing...

Our lovely trip gave us more days in Germany, where we received heartwarming
hospltality. Starting with Helen von Stein in Lanfen, we went on to Barbara and Eckard
Berlin in Biberach then Christina and Tomas Tamberg in Berlin and finally Marlene and .
Goorpe Ahlburg in NMotgesbuttel,., There we also met Monik and Uve Knopnadel from Friesland
and in Berlin we also met the Langfelds... Although, there were, of ccurse, no flowers
in bloom, we had some fine opportunities to talk, see slides and form 'mental plectures’
of all the mzardens... Best of all was the chance to renew 6ld friendships and to start
Nnew ONeSsssns

' ; 5 .
( CGurriers' Book 'Siberian Irises' is avallable from the Library.. It can also be
purchased,, personally signed,,. direct from 1- Dr., Currler McBwen, M.D.
South Harpswell. MBINE. 04079, U.S.A.
(Price 7 dollars inc Postage and Handling.)

S

W ‘ - : by Eberhard Schuster

Among 150 to 200 specles of Irises which.we know , there are some which can be
grown in shallow water all the year round (5-10em,). They are very goo? plants for the
water garden and absolutely hardy in colder reglons, as it 1s , here in Germany. The
specles and thelr varietles make a nice view--point in full Yloom in the garden. The
hest place for them is in full sun, but they will tolerate partial shade too... They
1ike heavy soil, rich in nutritive substances, because they are very wastful,therefore
thay like to get additlonsl fertilizers to bring on the many flower buids. foor soll
means poor hlossoms. It is best to proragate the. species and varletics, by dividing
the rhizomes 1n Spring or Fall,.. The specles can be propagated by seeds too to get
true descendante, ' .

mm%iﬁ is native to Bast Siberia, Japan, Korea and China. The plants
reach a height of to B0 em. and their yellow-green leaves are smooth without a mid-
rib. The standaris of the flowers are narrow and typleally erect.. The falls droop
alightly. Many hyhrids, forms and varieties are 'in culture', some with 'standards’ and
‘falls' of the same shape, but with 6 drooplng falls, these are called 'doutle' forms.
Thore are small and larger alzed flowers... The true I.Laevigatas, the type, has deep hlue
flowers, faintly lined with gold on thelr 3 falls,

I have glven a list of the varieties and forms at the end....

Iris Vergicolor, called the 'Blue Flag' is the gmerican equivalent to the
Buropean 1.rgoulpcorus. The plants grow in similar places, shallow watcr, wet marshes or

in the damp border... They are native to the North-Eastern United States as far North as
Canada, Test to Minnesota, -South t6 Virginia... The plants range in size up _t-o B0 em, or
more on height. The standaris are shorter than the falls which have a white-yallow, —
violet-veined base. The flowers,of the type,have a blue-purple color, but there are many
other color forms avallahlé é.g.t- ‘Zambesl'-- soft blue...

In Japan a lot 6f varleties with exotié names are in culture,for instance ;
'Orizuru’, 'Seiryu', “Washino-o'; 'Akebono', ‘'Toki-no-Hane', 'Goshc-kou', 'Jashi-no-ilo
and others. In my collection I have about 20 varleties, but sorry to say, some older ones

aro, not_commercially avallahle any more,:. Maybe, they are still growing lin Em I??
: - : . : cont,



?EEE Ts
collection... If any Member has these varieties pgrowing in his garden, I would be very
plad if he would kindly contact me please... 1 Laevigata and forms ars the only true
wntor Irises, which means they grow best in shallow water, all the year round. In our
climnto here they must be grown under these conditlons, the rhizomes suffor frost damage
if planted in berds. The other speciles will tolerate normal gartden beds too and thrive
under such conditions....

( Zberhard woes on to tell us about L.Pseudacorus, I.Versicolor and'Gorald Dapby; but
a8 space 1s limited this time, Ithought you would rather have the list of I.Laevigata
and information about the other three Irises in the February Newsletter, in this
most interesting accomnt, for which many thanks Eberhard, Ed,)

i= '"Mba'~ snow white, a beautiful form, with 3 falls only. You will often
Tind the mistake (also in the book 'The World of Irises' that Alba is a form with_6
drooping falls.
‘M bopurpurea'~ white flowers, falls flecked coerulean-hlue, doutle, rebtlooms sometimes
in Scptembar,
'AMropurpurea’~ trilliant violet-purple-hlue,
'Benikiren'~ a shade of blue, attractively washed and mttlart silver.
'Colohesterl'~ pure white, large flowers which are heavily mottled to make » white
edaing effect, double..
'blmatmsa whita standaris which are in a littla blt monstrose shape, blue fulglg uhle

"Mottled Beauty'- cream-white standards, falls white flecked with pale Hlue Hlotehes,
'Nuraguma’~ a lovely shade of deep Hlue, falntly lined gold, doubls, Japanese variety.
'Hiacz-.ra.‘- iece-hlue, doutlle.

'ierfeld Beauty'- deep YHlue, very large.

Mgl '~ rose magenta flowers.

'NMose Queen'~ a lnmly' shade of soft rose, asmall ﬂuwara. hybrid wl‘t.h I'mf&;ﬁmpferi}

'Moyal Cartwheel '- Navy-hlue-purple with daap white slash down the uantrn of each
petal, douhle.

'Semperflorens’'-deep Hlue-violet, rehloomer,

'Snowlrift'-vary large, purc white flowers, marhled yellow at the basce, double.

'"Wariegata' (elegantissima')- dalnty pale-blue flowers, green and whito verically

patterned leaves... My favourite Water Iris... '

'"Violet Parasol'- Hlue-violet, doutle, PO T

"alderbach'~ clear Hlue, without lines, selected in Germq.ny'..

'"Weide Mowe'- white, up to 1m. in helght, very attractlve, selected in Germany.

"Nanus' (Dwarf Form')- a dwarf form about 50em. high.

"Ivory'('Alba')- ivory-white flowers, sarkings in good contrast,

'Primrose Monarch'- up to 2m or more high, like 'Golden Clgantea', but paler.

'Sulphur Queen’(syn. var. bastardii)- sulphur-yellow with markings ofi falls,

Collectod wild in North Wales., Flowers are high above the top of the follage.
"Warliezata'~ bright golden-yellow,striped follage, passing to pale rircen during the
summer. Small flowers, Not such an eye-catching form as I.Lacvigata 'Varlegata

A rarc orange form is availale too. In recent years tetraplold forms are in culture.
Thelr flowers have much better substance and thelr form is more flaring. they -are
worthvhile for Yreeders to cross with tetraplold forms of I.Ensata(Kaempferl). Such
t.ctv-m;ﬂuiﬂ forms of 1.Pseuwdacorug are:-

"Barl Schachon'- deep gold yellow, deepest colour of all forms.

'Deuron'- gold-yellow, overhanging foliage.

'Tahle Tlge'~ sulphur-yellow, overhanging follage.

'T1renmold '~ gold=yellow, erect follage,

'Zitrone'~soft-yellow, free-hlooming form,

A N N

- Introduction and Varictal Listine-1985 ( F
Al though 1t was reported in the Februsry Newsletter that the cost of sending for a
Copy would be § dollars, Floyd writes that he regrets that this will be by Surface Mail
only, (I regret not having told you in February also..sorry..). The revised charpes are
as followsi- By AMr to Burope--- Z dollars 7S5cents, postpald.
By Air to Australia & New Zealand--- 8 dollars 90 cents. pogtpald.
By Burface Mall anywhere--- '
Five coples would cos* 28.dollars pedbghdd, i1l the Best Floy
F.Wickenkamp, 10521 Bellarose Dr, SUN CITY. AZ.B5351. U.B.A.
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wa Surve t . By ¥ray M,Bowden.
Continuing Dr, Bowden's Thesls, which ls reproduced by kind permission of the Editor
—of the Review of the Soclety of Japanese Irises U.S.i0.)

2. Hyhbpldizatlon Methods.

The wild Japanese iris, I.Engata Thunh. is native to Japan an! njacent countries of
Bastern Asia, It is impossihle to be certaln when the first wild plants and selected
wild variatlons, likely some colour forms, were transplanted to Japanese gardens, or
whan the first artificial crosses and selections of superior seodlings were made.. Hireo
in Kuribeyashi and Hirao (1971) noted that the oldest written record- of Japanese Iris
cultivars is a mid-fifteenth century mccount... At present in Japan and the U.S.4A.
plant-treeders use malnly the best avallalle cultivars for further hybridagation., In the
text below, I describe methods for controlled crossing of Jasanese Iris cultivars.
Selfing and backerossing can also be used for producing superior hybrid seedlings.
Mackintosh (1983) described methods used st the U.S. Natlonal Arboretum to reach speclal
breedint moals, such as plants wlth longer-lasting flowers. McEwen (1979) has produced
several tetraplold Japanese Irls cultivars. bl

Lonz ago in Japan, plant-breeders selected parents and seedlings to conform to rather
definlte characteristics, such as the 'Bdo', 'Ise’', and 'Higo' groups of cultlvars,
Nowadays, plant-breeders often select the see? and pollen parents, as well as the
hytrdd offspring on a btroader basis. In the last few decades, there has Béen much
progress in producing superior cultivars, especlally in plant vigour, range of colours,
colour patterns and a marked lncrease ln the width of thae falls.

The technique of crossing two plants ls relatively simple, The seed parent is .
selected and the flowers of an inflorescence are emasculated by removing all anthers.
Tho flowers are then enclosed in rain-proof and dew-proof plastic bags to prevent
insects from bringing unwanted pollen. When the stigmatic surfaces of the emasculated
flowers have become receptive as determined by examination with a hand lonsy a sultable
pollen parent ls selected. Follen is ripe and ready to be shed-or removed some time . ...
after the opening of the flower. The time of day for ripe pollen is partly reolated to
the actual time of day, but I usually look for pollen both in the morninly and afternoon.
Other factors affecting the avallability of pollen are alr temperature, amount .of
sunlight or raln, and humidity, '

When I locate a satisfactory pollen-parent plant with pollen readily observed .with
2 hand lens. I remove a few anthers and place them in a small plastic bag or a small
smrll glass dlsh, The anthers are handled with small foreeps.-The pollen ls spread
1izhtly over the stigmatic surfaces of the selected emasculated seot parent., If the
stigmatic surfaces are réceptivo, thé pdllen ajheres. Always examine the pollinated
areas with a hand lens to be sure that plénty of Normal-appearin: pollen has been
applied. All three stigmas of each flower must be pollinated or a lopsided frult may
rosult, After the stigmas have heen pollinated, each flower-is carcfully covered with
2 plastlc bag, Secure each bag mt the base with two paper clips. Flace a strong bamboo
stake alongside the plant and attach the top af each bag to the stake with several
clothos pins. The bag ¢an be left over the flower or removed as soon as the capsule
hes begun to swell. The capsule is harvested when the apex begins to spllt, the
capsule becomes brownlsh in colour, and the seeds ripen. Store the seeds in a
refrigerator -until sown. : WSS

(Dr. Bowien's address is 32, Dinley Dve., SIMCOE. ONTARIO. CANADA. N3Y 428. There will
bo more about 'Growlng the Hybrld Seedlings', in the February 1987 Newsletter. Thank
yau for such valuable informatlon..)

A W T A S R

7 Iri iet : . _hy Jack Venner, ~
lMoulton Northants. June 7th. !

The Iris seaon was extremely late this year., Irisarianp must have set off for
lioulton on June 7th wondering whether there would be mezh to se¢, However,lf not in
quantity, there were a number of newer bearded Irimes for T.B. onthusiasts, The
beardless Irises were much better represented than one would have oxpected, malnly due
to the efforts of our Members. )

Harry Foster had 3 nice hlooms in 2 varietles of Sib. 'Lavender Light'- a reliable
early flowering lavender-pink, ahown with 'My Love' an unfamillar oldcr varlety, violet
in colour. This exhibit was judged good enough to be awarded the German Irls rflague...

In the B.1.8.Clase 17 Div, 2, for 3 Siberians in one vase tho afnramnn?iong
. cont,
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varieties, plus a nice seedling W 13 AF won a First Prize Certificate for Harry.

Bob Wise showed a vase of 1.,Gracilipes and Brett Pussler was-Highly Commended for 3 ..
un-namod blue-purple Siblrieas, Very nlcely staged by Hilda Goodwin were 4 I.Innominata
#olden-ochre in colour, they really caught the eyell! Cy Bartlett showed 3 hlooms of the
same typeand colouring.. quite an acceptable exhibit, but not quite so a:ppﬁn.l.ing as
the batter halanced of Hilda's exhibit, due to the shorter stems,

Aay Jeffs had only one spike of I.Migsouriensis at this Show... Apparently hiSplants
had falled to produce the fine abundance of hlooms we remember from past Shows.

Irls Useudncorus Varlemata was prominent in a number of exhibits,.. a very bold
foliage plant this... 1t also has small but quite respectable flowers,. Brett Tussler
used it 1n 2 very effective collectinn of Beardless Irises he had staged. An excellent
collection of facific Cosst Irises was shown by Maurcen Foster, there were 10 named
varletlés in two vases, mostly /merican Yorms talsed by Joe Ghio, This exhibit was
arguahly the best in the Hall...

The 5.5 & J. Stand had a aalautian of Beardless Irises for sale, brought in by Members
to sell for the benefit of the Funds. I would like to put on record my thanks to Dr,
Marion /ood, Wendy Whittaker, ur Secretary and David, who all worked sc hard to make it
A SUCCOCES8.sa

For a normal Iris year, if there is such a thing, a very late date, as experienced
this yoar, would probably have been a dlsaster, However the long spell of cold, showery
weather, preceding the Show ensured that it was well supported... Tho T.BE's were fine
althouzh it could be sald, there were few, if any, that were of outstending quality...
The Beardless Irises, revelling in the damp soll comiitions, gave exhibitors the chance
to show many well-known varieties were shown at thelr best.

In Class 161~ Harry Foster won a First Prize with Sibiricas 'Gremc Chantilly' a
pale crasm varlety, 'Annlversary' (Brummitt} ;an older Irls, yellow, hafted white, still

anon? the finest Siberian, though sometimes difficult to grow; 'Fourfold Lavepder', nice
colouring and form, and 'Sllver Bdge, I have not seen better examples of the last tlm.
both Tets. Now I appreciate why 'Silver Bdge' is still Harry's favourite Sibiriea.

The'Hewltt Trophy' was won by Cy Bartlett for 5 excellent stems of Siblrica 'Navy
DLrags'.This McBwen Tetraplold is now well known mong enthusiasts... The brassy-yellow
hafts contrast well withe deep vioclet-purple {:nluu:rlm of the petals, it should treed
good Tot, seedlings., 'Dutter and Susar' also shown by Cy had nice creamy-yellow and
white flowers, small 1ln slze compared to other Hodarn T:rpas.

fny Jeffs received a Third Prize for 'Dream gllow', (1t seems to have been
outstanding everywhere this year). 'Tambem: See 88 ' 'Cambridge' & 'Silver
Elzes Bob Wise showed nlce stems of Sih&rians M 'Cambridee', 'Silver Edxe'
and the fine mid-tlue 'Orville Fay: An interesting point r.t-uut. the deservedly popular
'Cambridze', is that whereas, in my oplnion, no other Sibirlca,. diploid or totraplold
can mntch it's striking colour, as grown 'in the garden, it does seem to lose some of .
it's lustrous, vitrant'sheen' when shown under coverli!

It was good to see Ian Smith's collection of Chrysographes Seedlings, showlng such
colour variation, it won for him the 'Twin Cup'. He also showed somo food stoms of Sibs.
~Dreanin: Yellow', 'Polly Dodge'(Lovely mauve-cringon), 'White Swirl' ¢ 'Blug Mere'.

' was tha only Hutchison Siberian Varicty that 1 saw at the Show.. a great pity
ns Hutchison variety, though old, are still first-rate diplolds and form a gono pocl
rosponsltle for mamy of the newer varietles we now enjoy.

Nay Jeffs also won a Second Prize Certificate with 'White Swiyl', 'Tambeng 88 TT £8'
'Rufflg! Velvet' an outstanding deep purple for garden and Show Bench. 'Eco' deep hlue-
purple,and 'Dreaming Yellow'. Cy Bartlett also had another exhiblt showin 'liavy Brags'

'Sally Korlin'a popular light Muo, and ‘Hote Degkoubts'.

Maureen Foster put on another excellent Show of F.C.I's, as at lMoulton, with named
Varictios such as 'Hoaripe Cam ', ‘m 'Gone Natlv@" and 'fno Huovo'. A1l were
in superb comditlon and most attractive, but, in my ppinion, the star of the collectlon

was ‘QRoarine Camp', a mugt on anyonés 1list... Lamge, flaring, dark yallow with chocolate-
rel llotches on the upper parts of the falls.

Hilda Goodwln also had an attractive display of 2.C.I. Seedlinzs im more restralned
colours, but very charming nevertheless.
. The 5.5 & J. Stand with it's large screoens of colour Photographs, supported on .
cither slde by vases contalning Slberian Irises, attracted many visltors, bringing two
New Members, who are most welcome, My thanks to all who halped.scsaes
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Regkonal Maport for Lomon. | p o e heinng Tisaco Miltte L o1

He acoept as lmmutable t.rr.rt-ha many statements which are untruc: that Ungulcularis
Irisos should be starved- they will Ao a lot better if they are fed, and will try to
help themselves if they aren't;- that bulbs should be planted thelr own helght bélow the
scll surface-this made 1ife a lot easier for the gardeners who had to 1ift them after
flowering and ensures that, 1f any attempt is made to naturalisze them, they will prch‘bl:,r
rot under the comblnation of heat and ralnfall in an Bnglish Summer, ﬁnﬁ that forms: nf
I.Bnsata and the Kaempferis should always be mrown on acif soils,

Now the various forms of Kaempferls (and I include the Ensatas for convenience)
have been developed jover many centuries by the Japanese for specific purposes and, no
doubt, thelr propagation technlques were ostablished for thelr conveniecnce;. That
convenience orizinally dictated an acid amblence., At the same time, tho gardencrs
sclected certain forms and bred from them so that, to get the best results, the plants
required acld soll conditlons. When these plants were introduced into the West they
canc with a firm statement that they required acld soil and could only be grown under
those conditlons... Lnd this 1s true emough for plants which have been specifically bred
for such conditions, but it means that we totelly ignore the pcgontisl,within this group
of plants, for performimg equally well under totally different con'ltions.

A plant bred for acid conditions can be transferred to a neutral soll and, given
otherwise aflequate culture, 1t will put on a good show,. Allowance must be made for the
faet that after such a transfer, the pl will need a year or two to adapt to the new
soll, but this 1s a common occurrence with herbaceous plants anyway... Currier McEwen
maltos the Dolnt that his plants will only give of their best under acid conditions with
nelthor branching nor remontancy being good under neutral or simulated alkaline states..
This is to be expected.. No doubt a Derby winner ean jump a fence if conditions demand,
but it won't jump a series of fences in the style of a steeple-chnsor..

The Kaempferls are currently locked in a vieious clrcle of breelinz and growing
urvier acld conditions, but 1f they are ever to become really popular thoy must be alle
to prow in 'any good garden soll', Incidently, tHe ¥acifie Coast Irises were nearly
cauzht in the same trap, but fortunately bocame so popular and were hred so extensively
that the newer ones can be recommended for almost any garden, "An! the averagze gardener.
has no lden what sort of soll is aroun? the house, soc stays away from pny plant needing
spoclal treatment.. Some decadecs ago, a Gorman grower declded to oxbverbtment with
Kaompferis for alkaline conditions and he developedthe CARE straln (calclum resistant),

I doubt that 'resistance' ls really relevant; what he did was to sclact btack for
tolerant seedlings nver and over until finally, he had plants for the opposite end of
the pH spectrum, probably passing through, and neglecting, a genera or moutral phase,
which would 'have been the equivalent of the original Ensata stock,

Now, we talk glibly of acid and alkaline solls and pH's of 7 or 3, while quite
neplecting the quality of the soll itself,.. There ls a great difforence between Deaty
solls and sandly ones, while the pH may be identical... Kaempferls will grow perfectly
well in flower beds, but anyone with a’very sandy soil is in dire troutle over water
supflies at ctitical times.. Similarly, chalk lands and limestones may have comparable
pH's, but many plants, blisefully happy on limestone, will fade awny on' chalk. Equally,
it takés aeons to change the pH of a soll.,. Just adding llme or pent may help, but thls
has to be done resularly and additlons of trace elements ate often needoel to top things
up.s Clearly 1f Kaempferl can he Yred equally for acid or alkallne solls there ls a
neplected potential for plants which will, individually, toleratoc belng grown on almost
any soll. There's no need for them to do *t.his. not even the most virulemt weeds require
thot,... Hor is ‘it neccessary to go back to the wild forms and start again.. I have
never actually seen a CARE plant growing..they seem to have nearly <isappeared, but in
any case they might scll not achieve present day standards.. .

~ lWhat is needed is for breeders to use plants with known gool hranching and good
qur-l.'i.t.j' flowers, which will grow happily under oxdinary parden con’itions, even 1f they’
do'nt give of thelr best, Socedlings should be selected by the normal zarien and bench
eritorls, untll the breeder can smy to a friend 'that's a godd place for Kaempferi I'll
sen’ you a couple' no worry abouat the pH o need to waste time and effort which hasbean

put lnto breeding these gorgeous plants, just extend tholr seope.,. Consid aring the way

my Knempferls have survived the last few wlnters on heavy clay (apart from losses due
to moles and Arought) they have something more than mere potentinl for parden use in our
prosent climatic phase. demontancy may be a different 'Lake of @olden 8arp’,
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for the N West. by Ray Wilson.

Looklng back over the past few months, when frost persisted Tar longer than
normal, and the alr temperature had yet to exceed 70deg., F, it seemsd that all mist be
in a stato of disrepalr and Adespalr, But none of 1t,., evidence abounds that the Irises
have coped well with the conditions, it is we who have groused.. de have had losses, but
in the future,we must learn the major lesson, that of beins better propared for this
inclement weather,.. Another lesson for us, has been the reallzation that, without Yery
good soil, 1t 1s useless to expect plants to be ahle to survive and then put on a lovely
shoW... Starting with the idea that most Irises are Hardy Flants, capable of growing
exceedingly well in the poorest of mﬂ:,w standard Spikes, with little
effort, we have slowly gravitated to the 1 Pt ‘now follow Charles Bird's
method (B.R,I.G. Newsletter): he is A great bellever in the Thesis that you can only
axpect Remontants L1f the soll 1s not merely good but super... So.. despite some of the
worst . weathor on record ‘and a very late season, what has emerged ... has‘'donme jolly well.

Ruth and David Conley are thriving, they seem to have more energy than many much
younger, and good luck to them... They send their best wishes to all old friends and new
ones,. The Hardy Flant Soclety recently had a survey of peoples' favourlte flowers, : ~ .
quite a number of the people who respond ed have an interest in Iriscs, lost, however,did
not belong to the B.I.S., I wonder why not??? Those in this arca secm greatly interested
in the Siberians and I hope that some will eventually join out Group...

While I was messime about with some seedlings from my germination trials, I have
noted that although Spurias are more diffleult to germinate, once thoy have passed the
'nursery’' stage, they do bhetter than the Sibiricas. Spurlas, also, scom less fussy about
the type of soil in which they grow.. The Sibiricas need a much richer dlet and plenty
of humus to. retatn a lot of water, ntherwlse they soon die off... Wy Spurias, obtalned
from the 8.8 & J. Seed Distribution are about 3 ins. high, about 3 months cld.., In the
early stages they all need a humld atmosphere of about -65 deg, F., lndeed it seems
easier to germinate the seads, than 1t 1s to pget them over the next stnge of growth. Do
try growing them from seed, it is very rewarding, A1l the best...

R R e

" by MAdrian Whittaker.

Whilst the effects of two consecutive years of rather drab, cold, wet weather
are clear to see in my T.B's (except the Remontants) I am pleased to report that the
Spurias have suffered no growth protlems only, as might be expected, a reduction of
flowerlng, due to lack of sun..

According to my notea, most of the Irises ln the garden are about two weeks
bohind the normal pattern, hut it 1s interesting to note that the Spurla species Oriest-
alis and Carthaliniae, both from da.mp/.uut habitats are just about 'an schedule' with
buls well formed (June 15).. A1l of the cultivars are not as advanced and will bo later
than usual,.. In the light of this observation, there may be a need for breelers in W,
Burope %o look closaly at the genetlic backgroumis of proposed parents, ln oxder to
rotain 'damp sultability® in the offspring...

It is pleasing to see Sibiricas 'My Love' and 'Outset' already in hloom ahead |
of evrything else.. The flowers of 'Outset' are particularly impressive and the branching
excellent, ... .

I am alle to report some success in growlng Japanese Iris on n'pcbhle bed' as
an experimont, because of the extreme alkahinity here.,. The method usod is not visually
attractive, since it is purely experlmental, but it will suggest a system which can be
readily addapted to offer a viahle means of growlng the Japanese Irls in otherwlse
Aifficult, or near-impossitle sltuations...

A largish blue plastlc agricultural chemlcal contalner was cut about two thirds
down to form two soparate contalners, Both were cleaned very thoroushly.. The old bottom
part functions as a nutrient solution collector, The plastic screw cap of the nutrient
ie then - screwed on, not too tightly, so that it drips,when lnvertel, and the
container 1s filled with a few inches of water, This forms the growing container, which
is placed on the top of the lower part.. Small (roughly lem, sized) pebhles were placed
in the upper contalner to a depth of about 20 em, and then the rhizome wns pressed
zently into the pebhles which were flooded with a half-strength liquld fee?, twice a
weck in the growing period., The collected liquid is recycled for a month before it is
thrown away. fdailn causes overflowlng of the collector, hut the peblles do not remain

Ghestst £RE B9Bten"Es RotBY 1hER Yn GARAEBA s tolAhBUREKnd ®cHE U RERHENS SR AR RRES

(cont)
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except for very small amounts of ralnwater at about six week intervals when the
temporature was above freezing, It was placed outside again in early April this year and
feedlng restartel. A slngle rinse of copper fungicide appeared to remove aljae without
problems... The lncrease has been phenoménal and the flower stems, with buls about to
burst, are much larger and healthier than I have ever had before.., I am adopting the
same method with a Loulslana now and have confidence that it may reverse provious
difficultles.. I am surw suitalily elezant contalners for, eay patios or flagied ares can
be found and T would not think the overwlntering in the greenhouse at all ossential,..
(Thank you Adrian for telling us of your very interesting method of overcominz the

problem of wanting to grow these Irises,but not having the right soil, I am sure that

many of our Members will want to 'have a go',.. ‘A1l the bggl. E1.)

. A N S R

: . by Jack Venner,
/dthough I managed to attend both of thé D.I.S, Shows in June, domestic

Aifficulties, incluiing my Wife's 1llness have curtailel my travelling, so my Report ls
restricted to the'Tendring' District in which I live. I am pleased to say that the
Deardless Irisos, passel on to neighbours, have not let me down... Thelr performance #as
magnlficont., Many people are'over the moon' about 'Holden Clough', it scems to be quite
g favourite with flower arrangers, and no one has complaine’, so far, that thls rampant
varioty, has taken over their garden,

\ I have a lovely clump of a 'Hilgopii' variety, given to me, some years ago by
Jennifer Hewitt... It has formed a nice round plant about ‘1foot 6inches in diameter and
has: forty 2ft,01lns, stems with masses of creamy “lowers with 1light Chrysomraphes
markings... Slbiricas and Chrysographes have been extra good this year, with plenty of
hlooms. 'Yapkee Consul 'has heen a favourite with vieitors.. 1t has a metelllic sheen over
the mid-viclet-H ue petals. 3

 For the first time Sib, 'Harpewell Hallglujah' flowered... This is o new McEwen
totrplold with clean follage and deep violet-purple flowers of '"White Swlrl' shape on
very short Ift, 6ins, stems, Unfortunately it is a very slow grower here.. In two years
I have only 5 fans, 4 of which are in flower.

- Space forblds me from glving detalls of the various Psewlacorus I am growing,
but I hope to write a Special article for the February N/L 1987, and inclule the
Yipzigloas and Versicolops as well, :

I am writing this in the Summer House, where the only distraction is the nearby
Spuring, which I keep looking at, knowing that in a weck or two,they will be a mass ot
plorioue colour,.. I mhall be most interested to here about your Irises both'at home'and
'oversens’, write and let us knowlill
Ghi by the way I have a superb clump of ‘Dreaminz Yellow' this year, as our
Ameriean frionds would say WON!I{, 1+'8 a knockout, as long as you do'nt droam too much
about the yellow in the descriptlion... I am told that 'Butter and Suear'is oven finer,
this, I regret I have not got, but I look forward to seelng 1it...
N Bt S M R
: i Ul dlamis. by, Philip Allery.
_ c i L
The 1ate Mrs, Mary Taylor, wife of John Taylor of Moreton-in-Marsh, DBDeforc making
this report, it is with great regret that I must tell those of you who do not already
know,  of the suwiden death on 30th May last of Mrs. Mary Taylor, Throushout the past years
liary has shown great courage and determlnation in coping with illness, hclped by John and
all hor family, to whom we send our decpest sympathy. Mary will be sadly missed by many
frien's throughout the Iris world, and by the West Midland Group in perticular. She was
& charming hostess and a good friend to us all... We also send our spmpathy to John and
rood wishes, for recovery from his present illness..

: fgviewt- Nlthoush there will still be much work to do in the gamien when
Wewsletter 'is puhlished, I susrest that Members make time to review the siting of thelr
Irises,, I have done so and find that in two instances position can be improved to take
account of the varying requirements of the several species an? thelr hylrids, to glve an
opportunity for better results...

L « It will soon be the season to sow Irls sead and 1 cannct
do botter than to recommend those readers whp are experiencing difficulties to read a
"Bepinner's Guide to ralsing Irises from Seed', compiled by Mrs. Fat Foster, from
contributions by severnl Mombers of the West Midland Group. RMecognised by tho B.I1.S. it
can'be obtained from MNr.lay Wilson our North Western Reg Rep. by sending 50p and a
stamped aldressed envelope size 9" x 6", (Address at the front of the N/L)
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I gratefully acknowledge May's help and his outstanding work in the ficld of Iris seed
germination,. His comprehensive and Informative exhihbit at the Show (Troasures) drow a lot
of attention and favourable comment from senlor B.l.S.Jwiges, Group Membors and members of
the Yublic alike... {\ mentlon too for the assistance given by Ray's wife Joyce. Hemebber
" Ten to a 6" pot' la an ‘éxcellent maxim when sowing Iris seecds,..

Yast Hir ' «(21st June at Treasure's Nursery, Tenbury Wells,)

This Annual ovent had a new venue this year, Treasure's of Tenbury Vells, famed for
it's Clematis and Gold Medallists at Chelsea, had offered Show Facilities in their
potting shed. The light and alry premises were ideal for Show purposes with room to spare
for 3 exccllont non-competitive exhlbits, Treasures not only allowed the Group to use g,
thelr premises, lncudlng parking spaco for ‘Membors, they also allowed plants to be sald,
provided- thoy did not inclwle varleties which were on sale in the Wursery, Vory generous,
Group Funis have benefitted substantiallyll . s

Division 111 , classes for Beardless and Specles Iris, were as follows:-

Qlasg B, - 1 vase 4 splkes of Hybrid 8ibs, (28 chrs.) in one or more varicties.

«1ste Mrs, J.Hewitt.,, 2nd, Mr, Oy Bartlett... 3rd, Mrs.M, Owen. This was a very

closcly contested class and Cy's entry incluled 'Marlene Ahlberyg', a new variety

raised by Jennlfer Hewitt, which caught my eye.

Clasg 10, - 1 vase up to 5 splkes of Beardless Hybrid Irises not clipgitle for h.!E

2nd, lwe, MOwen ... 3rd, Mrs.J.Hewltt, Both entries included Chryscpraphes Hﬁf 8

and I was impressed with the wide e of ecolour achloved, No 1st irize awarded,

Class 19 in Div, V, was for 1 spike (Beardless) ralsed by the Exhibitor. to be

judged for 3.1.8. Seedllng Commendation in addition to Clase placlings. Cleven entrles

produced 3 seedling zommendatlons with the following placlngsi-

1st. Harry Foster (with 5.C.) - A mid-blue diplolé seedling, laced over with vioclet,

triple tormlnal and branched.
“Seedling nev-12/78/231/83 (White Swirlx ':.qu,ﬁ
X s This has been selected by J.I.C. for trials a EHE-I:;

2nd, Irs, J.Hewitt Euit.h s.c.; A striking red seedling - L

Jrd, lMrs. J.Hewltt (with S.C,) A Hlue seedling from Nemontant broeding...

In ench case a seedling Sibirica hybrid was successful. It ls interesting to note that
Dr, Mclwen's' Harpswell Happiness\a tetraploid Sibirlea hybrid, has been salected for
trisls at ilisley... This-outstanding White hybrid was among thirty Hybrid Sibirica Spikes

of Exeecllent quality s by Harry Foster, ably assisted by his wife lawrcen, in a
spectncular non-competitive exhibit covering a comprehensive colour range of theose
graceful hybrids. : .

The third non-competitive exhiblt was mounted by Mrs. ‘Vera Hemming to demonstrate the
usa of Irises and follage 1n Japanesc~type flower arrangements. Yet another oxhibit of
considerable public appeal.,... The overall winner was Mrs: Margaret Owen, who won the
Batts Trophy for the second year running... In ‘all, thls was an excéllent Show, with well-
presented exhibits, which proved very popular with members of the Fublic...

In concluslon may I eomment how much I enjoyed meeting Officers and Topresentatives of
this Group ot the B.I1.S. Barly Summer Show at Moulton.. Group Membership has many. -
benefits, but I think one of the most important is the opportunity to meet and share one's
enthusinsm for Irises... Happy Irls Gardeningesses

( Thilip has also written about 'Composts and Manures' and 'Hybrid Sibirica Varietles
for the Beginner, due to such a lot of Members writing in, and lack of space, I am
afroil these will have to be included in the February 1987 Newslettor, However we
do thank him, most sincorely for thles account, particularly of the il .l.Show, and

lool forward to readinz more next yoar, Bd,)

1 x by Bunice Frecgkiel

My marden, not exactly the proverblal postage-stamp, but more the double, special
issue size, ls stillquite small for what I want to cram into it.. It's on chalk-- in fact
lumps rise to the surface, therefore I do not grow F.C.I's or other lime-hating specles
to my rorrot... I have pgrown Irises contlnuously on the 'same plot for neaxly twenty years,
so obviously my plants have taken far too much out, and (probally) I doil't put enough
beck in, for I am always disappointed with the flowering pattern of S8ibiricas and Spurias,
and I am always promising myself to do better next term.,. Cows belng in short supply in
my part of urban Surrey, I have to make do wlth leaf-mould, garden/household compost, plus
the odd handful of Growmore and a sack or so of theproper stuff, when feellny prospercus.
Verhaps I have been a bt too lavish with the Growmore this Spring because I ha(saﬁeﬂ.cad
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rot among my T.B. rhizomes for tha-ﬂratngima... .

I wns very interested in what Adrian Whittaker sald about 'to cut' or 'not to cut'
Spuria Foliage down in the Autumn.., Having tidied everything up last year, this year I
will revert to my usual lazy practice and try not to notice the unsightliness.,.

_fnother item of interest to me was Jack Venner's artlele in the 1985 Yonr Book,
about the use of bonfire wood-ash on' T.B's but not on Beardless Irises... Am awalting
dire results, because thinking I was pgiving them a rare treat, I have favoured my Sibe.
and Spurins with a dose each, before I fully read his remarks... 9

A fow years ago I recelved some of Alex Back's seedling Spuria plants when his
parden was dismantled, these have now floweredi-

ADS5 - Like Orientalis--clearly defined, hard yellow patch on wide round falle,
AD24-'2 pleces which turmed out to be different. i

liwas 1ike Orientalis, but yellow on falls not so clearly defined as on ABS.

2y was n small lavender flower; falle lavender streaked with small ycllow Masze,
AB25~ slow grower, ‘having had a poor start- no report. :
There was one other ahard intense blue, widish hlue falls, streaked with-z yellow-hlaze.
( Thank you Punice, nice to hear about Alex Back's Spurlas, I have some lovely plants
. but they are taking a lont time to flower... perhaps next year... I,)

e R e e e e
The Group Library.

Coples of the fﬂllﬁﬂi_ml American Books and Fullications, also B.I1.5. and Group
Publivations, are obtalpable from the Monm;Bibrariams——- . ... . . '
Mre, J.Hewitt, 'Haygarth', Cleeton 5%, Mary,CLEDBURY mm,nmmumbﬁphu

Siberian Irises by Currier McEwen, :

The Spurla Irises--Introduction & Varletal Listing-1985, Bditor. James J.Foreman,
Newslotter of the Spuria Irls Soelety. 2
Review of the Boclety for Japanese Irises.

Journal of the Siberian Iris. Eas

The Genus Irls, subsection Sibiricaes B.I.S. =~

A phahetical Talle and Cultivatlon Guide to the Specles. B.I.3.
Al tack nullbg!.‘a of the 5.8 & J. Noewsletters.

(A 50 ] lﬂ ’CLJ" !‘-’-I (] _'-'-_‘..' ;. [ Ll FIEEES

(Currier's Dook can be bought for 7 dollars inc. The Spuria Ontroduction and Listing
from Floyd Wickenkamp Surface Mall 5 dollars, Alr Mail,. Europe 7dollars 75cents,
hustralla & New Zealand Blollars 50cents. Five coples 28dollars... Quite a few back
coples of the 8.8 & J. Newsletter are avallatle, see under Treasurer's Report.)

L . : by Jennifer Hewitt

There 1s a cardboard box sitting in our hosse: it contains the Group Library. On very

rare occaslons a letter arrlves asking for the loan of some of the contents and I happily

remove and post off whatever is requested. I wish these occasions were more frequent.

Our Secrotary and Newsletter Elitor mentions the Library in every issue, but perhaps a

daseription of the cgptents is needed.

N there is a complete collection of these, dating back to the

Group's foundation and contalning a store of fasclnating history and information. Those

who jolned at the' start will have the Newsletters, but if you have become a Homber more

rocently, you'wlll probably enjoy following the development of the Group and reading & -

arent varlety of artieles. ; ;
Britigh Iris Society Publications. Only two of these are in the Library, probably

because thoy and others can be bought from the 3,1,8, for pence rather than pounds,

'in M phabetical Table and Cultlivation Gulde to the Specles of the Genus Iris’ mu:ru:‘lu

daunting, but it is not; it 1s an excellent quick reference list of species and thelr

synonyms with a brief description and suggestions for cultivation., Some changes in
taxonomy have been made since- it was 'publishedi Useful to the heglnner who doesn't yet

‘wank to Jash out for Brian Mathew's '"The Iris'. =~ 77 e - e ol :

' ' S ' by Christopher Grey-Wilson 1s o brief but
comprehonsive momograph on the species in this subsectlon, both 28~ and HO- chromosome,
malnly botanical but has notes on cultivation at the back, Worth seeing for the excellen
1ine drakinmg. A -

‘gibarinn Iriges' Dr. Currlier McEwen has generously présented the Group with an
inscritay copy of his Book. Excerpts have already appeared in the H@Hﬂp&ter, but every

Siberian prowere should read this and then buy 1t for the home bookshelf ."ﬂ‘d?ﬂm:annive.
cont.
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enjoyahle, informative, it covers just about everything to do with Biberians and is
11lustrated with 1ine drawlngs and cclour photographs. Borrow it from the Library and
you'll find it 1s worth the cost of getting your own copy from the U.S3.A.

'The Sibexian Iris' is the journal of the Soclety for Siberian Irises (of the U.S.A.)
Thanlts to the generosity of the 8.5.I. and it'8 Bdltors, Fes Bdwaxis and now Carolee Clay,
we hnve issues dating back to 1977. Soon after our Group Newslettor wes started, We were
ahle to arrange to exchange pullieations with the three U.S.8ocletics, which cumentmta
seperately on our three maln interests, an exchange which benefits us greatly. 'TSI', as
it is known for convenlence, contalns much of interest to Slberian growers and also tells
us something of SSI activitles, Articles have been reprinted in our Wowsletter but there .
is a lot more in TSI, To mark thelr 25th, Anniversary, SSI is preparing a Check List with
detnlls of specles and cultivars plus blographical and historical notes. It is a major
undertaking, which wlll be of great value, and we hope to have & copy in the Library as
sooh a8 possitle.

Hewglettor of the Spuria Irlg Socigty another fascinating Journal, well worth the
cost of the postage. As with the other magazines, there is information about new
introductions and also older cultivars which have proved tholr worth, cultivatlon,
hybridnsation etes The B8.1.8. has from timp to time had protlems in finding an Bditor and
thero are one o two gaps in the sequence 1976-1985 when the Newslotter falled to appear,
but Dr. Donald Koza who was one of our first overseas Members and who a.r:mgad for 't.ha
Heus.lattar to be sent to us, did us a great and mntlnulng sarvice, .

1 { « Kindly prosented to the
Library by Helen Grier and Floyd Wickenkamp of the '_Epu.'ciu. Iris Scciety., Fublished in 1985
it has 1lists of Spuria species, named cultlvars up to and including 1984, an interesting
biomraphlical section on hybridisers amd their introductions, a list of Nies Award winners
(the Highest U.S.honour-apart from the Dykes Hedal l-given to Spuria hybrids) and, most
valualle to hybrldisers, a sectlon glving detalls of Spurie Irls ns parents,from which
can be traced successful 'lines’',

'The Review of the Soclety for Japangge Irigeg' All the publicatlons from ghe U.S.A.
havc boen listed 1n the order in which they appear ln our Group's title, hbut the
prran oment would, I think, be reversed if I took the order in which we flrst recelved
them, I remember my surprise and pleasure when Bill Ouweneel, the former Iditor, sent the
Reviow' to me, out of the Ylue in 1976 and proposed an exchange of Journals, More
recontly Leland Welsh has kindly brought the set of issues up to date and they are a fund
of valuahle information, Ferhaps the greatest benefit of belns Librarian is that I am
able to read every acqulsition! _

/11 the American Journals are putlished twlce a year, and all arc worth reading by
anyono with an interest in Irises., You may not bo growing a particular.type at the momant
but borrowing from the Group Library could change all that! All you need to do is to
write to me and ask to borrow whatever you want. When the package arrives, note the
amount of postage and refund it to me when you return the books. We do ask you not to
koep Library material for too long, in case someone else 1s waltlin: for it, but repay-
inz the outward postage ls the only rule-except, I suppose, that you must return whatever

you horrow! Mrs. J.Hewitt, Hon Librarian, address as a’mvﬁ....
R e S

T _ &
The funds are looking much healthier thls year, due to the two "moncy ralsing’
offorts we have had, First the Coffee Morning at Faul and Debbie Hulsons, then the Sale
of Flants cte. at Moulton, all very gratifying, and thanks once agnin to all concerned,
This monns that we are abtle to keep the Subscriptlion at it's present level, for the time
beinz, Dut, and it is a big But, postage ls golng up later thls year, and the costs are
higher each six month, The situation is to be reviewed in February, With a little monoy
in the Dank this year, 1t is prﬂ&ad to put some in a Meserve Fund as a hedge against
inflﬂtiun and 1Ganer :,rua.rs. when we do not ha.'.fe thn ﬂp;:-o'l:r’c,u.nit;r to raise funds...

r‘np.l of hlax Bm:k 8 Dr!.glnal Heualettari? & (an Hlst.-:)rical Dncment]mm
Coples of Newslettersi- Ju].:r 1981... February 1982... Jul:f 1962.., February 1983...
30D, phus vogtage..

February 1935... February 15‘86 : '
S e S R N S W R 40p, plus postage,
The S

There are one or two packots of seed left in the Distribution, Eraur m}.:ppo:‘t in this
cont,
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area has been sup&r‘b this YeaTsan Thank YORians
tackets of Seeds are 10p. each including Fostage and Facking. The usual rules for
the Distribution of seeds apply, no reeponsibility for individual items can be
accapted, as they come from all over the world.. Howaver we do our bLest....
As we aro short of space, they will be printed under thelr commonly known headings...
I.7seulacorus.,.. I.¥sevlacorus Bastardii,,, I.Pseudacorus 'Sulphur Queen':.. 'GoldenQueen
'B, Turnipseed',.sssss L.rseudacorus Variegata....
I-“ﬁruiculnrn. I.'feraicﬂlnr Mixed Shadeg.ss I-'o'iz‘g.‘-.nicn Mixed Shades, ..
I.Setosa.sesss I.5ibirica .Drm Yellow', "Blue Mere'; 'Marcus FEI'I'}"
1 .Chrysographes x ﬂl’rr}'ﬁﬂfnr Mixed crosses..... I.O0rientalis... Orientalis selfed sdlgs.
I. Spuria Blixir'.siesvess

sond to Mr.D.Trevithick, 86a, Grantham R4, Radeliffe-on-Trent. H'Ettimghﬂm. NG12 2HY.
A M SR A A T

Communications between Members 1n Great Britaln and Overseas.

/. means of exchanglng ideas, plants and seeds etc,

To asalst beglnners 1ln pgrowlng Irises and to offer help with prollems,

To report on Hybridisatlon,
IML‘EEM will be open to persons 1living in Great Britaln and Overseas. Froviding
the spproprinte Subscriptibon has been pald, each person will be regarded as a--
Membter, Family Membership will be counted as gge, providing only one Wewsletter is
required, thls will be polnted out when jolning.
In certain cases Hon. Memberships may be awarded on the recommendatlon and decision
of the Committes.

b, Subseriptiopns. These will be reviewerd annually by the Committee, with a view to
keeping it as low as possihle, on informatlon supplled by the Treasurer... later
putiiished in the Newsletter.. Members joining after February will be asked to pay a

- Subscription and recelve gpne Newsletter. The year runs from July 1st.to
June' an

5. fnpual General Meetipgs. Will be held in June,. Motions agreed by the Committee will
be put hefore the Annual General Meeting by the Chairman and will not require a
Seconder,

Motions sent in by Members mugt be Secopded and be in the hands of the Secretary

14 days before the Meeting.

Notei- Any suwgestions, articles etc. may be sent to the Committee to be Alscussed
uhm necessary.

Jpecls LROTTLOAT Y tlal=in. e (i Thﬂ‘ﬂamwmlm:l by'tlhﬂ cmittﬂ‘ﬁ' j-f

Judged nncaauar_v.r.. If any Member wishes to have a General Meeting, an application

must be made in writinz and signod by 10 Mombers.

ONCE THESE CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED, THEY CANNOT BE ALTERED, EXCELT BY

MAJORITY OF MEMBERS AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

H“m*mﬂ“ﬂmﬂmm*
L S R R R Rl a R Rk b

Tha Hamgmnnt nf the aﬂ'a.lrs ﬂf the Gmup wlll be lnvested in a cnmmittnu
conslisting ofi1-
(a) Officers of the Groupi-
Chairman. Vlice-Chalrman., Hon,Secretary. Hon., Treasurer. Hon. Librarian,
Hon, Seed Distbn, Offr. and Committeec Members up to a total of Z in all, to cover
the threg Sectlons of the Group (Siberian, Spuria and Japanese), and alsoc achieve
the roquired odd number for a deciding vote by the Chalrman... Taking into account
the Horld-wide Membership and the expenses incurred for co-ordination, the kFosts
may be comhined, Fostg held by one person will count as gug vote...
(b) The Chairman will gormally gerve for a period not exceeding v
2, Dlections. (11 nominations for Officers and Committee Members must be in the hands.
of the Hon, Seeretary 14 dayg before an Annual General Meeting. Existinr Officers and
Committoe Mombers who have indicated m willingness to stand agaln, 4o not roguire

ln the event of Honlnatinna mmuaﬂlm the number requira", a ballot vote
will be taken from only thogg Hem S (! ! . '
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If tho Officers and/or Committee falls belew theregquired number, the Committoe

LRPERVEE, "R THERtaRA SRTSPE."anRoEe (RRBbieulaTiNd ARy e -Tem) it sgonsiders

Hm.’l.:ﬂaru of the Annual General Meeting and Committee will be roported in the
Nowsletter,
A quorum of the Committee will consist of not less than 5 Members, two of whom must
be Officers, if possitle the Chalrman and Secretary.
3. Eroceduro of Commlttee, Commlttee Meetinzg will be called wher nédédsary, otherwisc
because of the very nature of the Group, business must be carricd out by correspond-
encé... as 1s the present custonm.
Accounts. The Hon, Treasurer will make up the Accounts each ¥ear... Thoy will be
signe? by the Chairman before publication in the Newsletter.
. The Hon. Librarian will keep in safe custody all literature (bocks ete.)
thoy will be avallalle on loan, upon such terms as the Committee daclides.
. The Committed ls ampowered to mppoint  Regs fops. 4o ~—

fﬂ“mé't on Irises in their area, as well as Local Shows and anything of Ln‘hﬂraﬁi's to

he Group,
Sngeialigts. Siberian, Spuria and Japanese, appointments nf Members who -have -
speciallised knowledge of theee Irises, to answer queries etc. throuth the Newsletter.
Regional Representatives and Specianlists Posts may be held jointly,

IR

In rejly to $mur Nottle who commented on 'named varieties' and the uncertainty of
cult.'lvn.rs... Jennifer Hewitt writes ' Remember the 6al-Sib. "Margot Holmes' Iris
3 sographe glasiana, winner of the first Dykes Medal in 1927 and still
gmwin" Hﬂll .'I.n Britiuh gardens, There are P.C.I1's reglstered. by Marjorie Brummitt in
the ecarly 1970s which are still golng strong... Perhaps they are more transieat in
warmer climates? hndfnr where they have to withstand longér and drier summers than we
normally’ have? Or, with more advanced senerations, hybrid vigour is diminishing? 1In
; spite of tho examples eited, it secms that you have ralsed a' matter that we should
keep in mind,,. With regard to couch grass among Japanese Irises and the use of
weedkillers I have 3 or 4 seedling Japanese and last Summer found Sorrcl (RumexA-atos)
vhich ls a pest elsowhere in tho farden, but hadn't previougly appeared in that
particularbed,y Protecting the leaves of the Irises by wrapping polythane around tho
lower parts (it was loft in place for at least 24 hours, until the weedkillor had
dried), I carefully sprayed the sorrel with glycasophate (Tumbleweed) with a small
hand sprayer, and the spray also covered some other weeds, killing them and the sorrel
but apparently having no adverse effect at all on the Irlses. Tumhlewcod also works
very offuctively on cguch grass and I've used 1t in the same manner on couch among
Sibarians with good results... Thle species.of Sorrel has running roots which are
very fino and it 1s impossitle to get every bt out of the soll,. and it ro-grows just
as badly as couch, I shall be watching this year to see 1f 1t has beon completaly
Ir.L‘lJ.::ﬂ and whoether the weedkiller scems to have affected tlje Irlises.

PR R b

wmuumpm- (Full List of Membors, please send S.0.E.)
liss L.I.Mwnrds M.B.E. 6, Adbolton Grove, WEST BRIDGFORD. NOTTINGHAM NG2 54R, -

Mr. A.Fwards, ‘Tryfan', Burney Rd., WEST HAMBLE, DORKING. Surrey RHS 6AT. .

lrs. C.N.Calvert, 11, Bowling Green lLane, ALBAIGHTON. WOLVERHAMEFTON.

irs. W.Jrnser, Da.rslm House, Roundwood, Bucklors Lane, KINGS LANGLEY. Herts. WD4 BBE,
liws, f.Klousnor, 70, MATDA VALE. TONDON W9 1FR,

lir, Tull.llaynard, 43, Sea Lane, GORING-by-SEA. WORTHING. Buuaﬂx. BN12 420,

Mr, T™instanly, 22, Sycamore Ave, DEECHILL. WIGAN. Lanes, ?

Mrs. An‘row C, Warner, 16815 Falls Road. UFPERCO. MARYLAND U.S.A. 2155
lirs, Lumm H. Ra.td "Lauries Garden' SFRINGFIELD. DRH#LH Bl

Fits Ligut, M. B H-:.'Gn.rthy, 31, Northern Ave, HENLOW. BEEJB
U T

Iaae now, that we have_9 New Members, and that I have not welcomed Mery Fraser to the
Band of Tllerims., Sorry Mary, I'11l tell you exactly why, you seem to have been with us
so much longer, taking part, writing, helping and becomlng a part of our Group so very
quickly,,. Wo serd best rogards and good wishes until next FPebruary.... dyelil Joan,



