


The SIBEilIhN, SP1J<lU and JA PANESE rU8 GnouP. 
of the D,ITISH I"I8 SOCIETY. Newsletter No. 2'3. July 1988. 

The Objects of the Group. 
1. Communication between Members In Great Brl taln and Overseas. 
2. t. means of exchanging ld eas, plants and seed s ete. 
3. To asshst beginners in growlng Irises and to hell' with problems. 
4. To report on Hybridisation. 

*********************************** 
The GrQuP's �O�f�f�l�c�e�r�~�.� 

Chairman ••••••••••••••• Mr. Jack Venner, ' naven's Croft ', St. Oayth Rd. LITTLE CLACTON. 
ESSIlX. 0016 9NY. 

Vice Chairman ., .••••••• Mrs. HlIda Goodwin, 42, Tycehurst Hill. LOUCHTON. ESSEX. 

Hon. Newsletter Edltor •• 

Hon. Secty./Treas ••••••• 
Hon. Seed Distribution 

Officer, •••••• 

Hon. Llbrarian •••.•••••• 
(Siberian �~�e�p�~�s�e�n�t�a�t�l�v�e�)� 
�J�a�~�a�n�e�s�e� Representative. 
Spuria TIepresentatl ve ••• 

netdonal nepresentatlves. 

Eastern hrea •••••••••••• 
London Area ••••••••••• •• 
North 1'1 est ern Area •••••• 

IG10 1BA. 

Mrs. Joan Trevithiek. 86a, Grantham Tld . llA ,DCLIFFE-on-TREW'. 
NCYITINGHAM. NG12 2lIY. 

Mrs. Joan Trevithiek address as above. 

Mr. David Trevithiek, 86a, Grantham ld. ilADCLIFFE-on-TRENI'. 
NCYITINGHAH. NG12 2lIY. 

Mrs. Jennifer Hewitt, 'Haygarth', Cleaton St. Mary, 
Cleobury Mortimer. KlDDEDMlNS=. DY14 OQU. 

Mrs. Anne Dlaneo Vhite. 72, South Hill Park, LONOON NW) 2SN. 
Mr . Adrian Whlttaker, 'Chestnuts', Hilden Way, LITTLETON. 

WlNCHESrER. Hants. 8022 6QH. 

************************************ 

Mr. Jack Venner address as above. 
Mrs. AlUle Blaneo White address as above. 
Mr. ilay W 11 son, ' Daleshearl'. 100, Blackburn ad. CHOilLEY. Lanes. 

ffi6 BrJ. 

Southern Area •••• ••••••• Mr. Ian Smith. 35, Abbey 3:oad. WEST nX>R:s . OOrtSEI'. BH22 OAX. 
West Midland Area ••••••• Mr. Philip Allery, 199, Walsall Rd. ALDRIDGE. Nr. �W�A�~�L�L�.� 

Staffs. WS9 OBE. 

lIra Jack Venner is also our Show TJeporter. 

We value the assi stance given by our Regional Representatives, sending in 
Reports of Shows in their area, also uy interesting qoestions they have had from 
ltcmbors in their area. "He hope our S'pocialist will continue to give our Members the 
benif! t of their experience. Thank you all. 

************************************ 

Very pleased to tell you that due to your splendid response in sending in Plants and 
seeds we are able to keep the Subscription atl-

£1 for 198R/1989. 

Newsletters are published in February and July, remember this is your Newsletter, so 
urito in if you have a query, comment or just to say your Irises are growing well. 
1fa will do our best"'o help 1n any way_ 



EDITOTIliIL. 

The rain~w in the sky 
Is a promise from the Lord 
That the world no more will die· 
From waters of a flood . 

Thon He took the eDIors 
In that self same bow 
f.nd put them in the Iris 
To cheer us here 'below. 

Iris. Iris growing tall, 
You arc the fairest flower of all. 

The Iris. 
'fall and strong and bearded 
Short and dainty too, 
So many rlifferent specios 
Of every rainbow hue. 

Grow them i n a gard en 
{I nd know the joy they bring 
Its the reason Iris lovers 
l1ait for every yearly spri~. 

Iris, Iris growing tall 
You are the fairest flower of all. 

Look up and soc the rainbow 
Put there by J-liis 'Powers 
Then thank the Lord in heaven 
For the bea.uty of these flowers. 

Detty U orrcll December 1987. 
I found this beautiful poem 1n the Newscast /1. . 1 . 5 . Region Four, kindly sent to me by 
our Member Clarence Mahan of McLean Virginia U. S . A. who is the Editor, and gave me 
permission to use it . Betty ~rorrell 1s the President of the W'illiamsburg Iris Society, 
li"hOSO ' nhizome lleview ' is edited by !.nnc Lowe. ~re sena thanks to you all. 

The late Summer ShOl-f at the 11:.H.S. Hall "esminster r eall·y was ~ this year, but I 
marvelled at the display Irisarians managccl to put on . Siberians and Japanese Irises 
being well in evidence, with one or two Spurias as well. Halkine; into the Hall, I felt 
it was a pity that the h~e Dc1phinlwns nearby, Rlthough beautiful, in their own right, 
tended to_ overpower our slam er Irises, they won the day though, by sheer variety of 
colour and elegance. Congratula.tions to you all. 

It would be difficult to call it an lInnual General t1eeting, or even 2. 'Get Together' 
no opening, no closing and no area in which to read the minutes etc. ,. Quite a few 
JIembers congregated however, my own late appearance (15 mins . ) Has due to the fa.ct that 
He were unable to pa.rk close by this year , so I had to track dOlm C'~ 'back along three 
streets, as fast as myoId legs would let me. I found it rather touching that so many 
hvJ rememberod to come and F\.pologise for the delay, the account p ublishoo in the July 
1987 Newsletter is a summary of the Minutes. Here is a summ:ary of whr.t turned out to be 
more of F\. 'seminar ' d urine the afternoon. Most of you came up to the J?ubllcatlon Stand 
~nd several discussions took place betwoen Jack Venner (Chairman), Hilda Goodwin (Vics -
Chairman), ~nnc Dlanco Whit e (Japanese Specialist), Ian Smi~h (aeg . ~cP. South). ~eter 
M.."'ynard (:Secty.B.I . S .) and anyoner else who happened to be nearby •••.•• 

The consensus of opinion was: - that it was time to hear more about 'how to grow ' 
these lovely new cllltivars, I 110 not know what kind of telepathy is o.t work, becF\.use 
the same kind of ideas are a.;broad -~ in the D. S .A. as -you will .sec by the extracts in the 
Nm-rsletter. Jujy Hollingworth the aUtor of the ' Siberian ' stn.rted the b:U.I r olling and 
hn..s go.thcre:l 'legiOlk"\l Comments from her MembGrs . He hope to prlnt most of them over et 

period covering the next fow Newsletters . 
Uhere cnn we buy them? Well! the British Iris Society h::>.s ('. very good r-lnnt Scheme 

for D.I.S . Members . Over the past 10-12 weeks we 1:ja.va been selling plants and seeds sent 
in by 11embcrs . Sorry! t.a.e Are sold out of last years I stock. but we 0.0 MVe some new 
seoolings if you look at the end of the NIL . ~ie are also trying to ['.ttrfl.ct more Nursery­
men nod women to stock them, progress is being ~Ae. 

Dilring the afternoon, I fa uno. myself explnining how te make 0. waterfall and bog­
poncis to p_ccomoo.atc moisture-loving Irises, not too easy without dingrr.Jns and pictures . 
i\nne Blanco White h-'ld told me years .qgo how 'Gerald Darby ' likes ,\ '(~itch' I and now 
confirmed Again, to this I would adrl that ' Holden Clough ' likes the s..-vnc conditions . 

t11n9 fL.'1.S fl owered from early May until n~ -- tIonderful. I wonder if Cl. leaflet would 
prove helpful -- let me know. 

/I Member wishes to thank Jennifer Hewitt for her excellent .. xticlc, I think this 
is the first list we have had of some of the New Cultivars and othors growing in this 
country . ~le h,-'wo the Spuria List for the U.S.A. /Il.:"!.ybe lie will sec onc for Gt , Dritain 
soon, and what about the JR.panese?? 

!{ugh Humphrey told mo that most of his Irises will be moved by the end of the 
yeD.:r, but hc\ppily they will be with his daughter .•. If I know anything the guiding(cont) 



hMd will still be thereJ 
So we faced the traffic jams Again (Test Match and Wimbledon I supposet) and came 

home s~fely, thanks to DRVio , how he manages to get through it all, I'll never know 
but then he is young. 

'rIe welcome 6 New Members, Ura. M.ary ue..msrl~le from Gt. Holllngsbury, Bishop 's 
Stortford, who is "I. friend of Trevor Nott l e (flustm i R.). Mr . '3rian CFLstles:iine of 
Dilborough, Nottingham, who Is goln~ to Incl~e Irises In his new plantlnq svheme. 
11r. Rlch:u;:d YFttcs, "1.0 Alpine Nurseryman, who lives at lothl ey R.I'ld has a delightful , SlTI811 
Al pi ne Nursery in the walled garden at Roecl iffe ~or, near Wood house Eaves, Loughboro'. 
Derry 's Nurseries. Cossington. Leicester, a family business, with many unusual plants & 
shrubs, Irene and her husband, together with their sons, have built this up in the last 
eight yeRXs, R.m it is fast becoming "" popular rendezvous. Mr. John Antlppa lives in 
Hest Brirlgforrl , Nottinghl3.M and wants to grow more Irises in his g~en. Finally 
Mrs Shlrley awe; fr.om 'TOMS Hole CottRge: ~ Oln Rd. Feering, Colchester, Essex. 
(I just had to print Shirley's delightful ?..ddress, I expect r.tatty and BA.C1ger live round 
the cornerl) . Shirley ' fouM us ' at the Show, Elm is interested in growing t/ater Irises, 
Do'nt hesitate to write in and tell us about your gardens aOO the Irises you grow, we 
like to heex from you. 

Congratulations to ;ul recipients of awards, you will find details under the 
different headings -- well done: 

HhA.t a yeAX this is proving to be, after my despairing cry in February, more arx1 
more of our Irises are being grown, caxry on with the goofl work ••• 

Joan Trevithlck. 

Ch&1rlllFl.n's Letter. 

Dear Fellow Members. Looking through reports in previ ous Newsletters, I notice that 
each yBAX since 198), Iris seasons have been described as unusual; strange; erratic I 
extrp..ordinary etc. This year hf\.s proved to be no exception. the trend is the same. Most 
arC8.S seem to have hR.d excessive rn.infAll during Spring, leadi~ to (\ cool June with 
low night temperatures arYl even a.ccasional frosts in some gardens . One wonders sometimes 
what a ' nobmal season; if there is such a. thing, would be like. However, I am sure that 
Hembers will consider the 1988 season MS, in some respects favoured beardleas Irises. 
Flow()rs h;::l.ve lasteil longer and foliAge has been lush, at leas; for most of us. 

Reports coming in show that many new Irises are being bred, so we can 
anticipate exciting times aheM. The S.S & J. is thriving - Nemoorshlp is gro1fing. 
Sales of plAAts and seeds have been excellent. 

f.s I write the Spurias are in bloom. Some of the newer ones are really good, 
btrt the main improvement required Is still higher 'boo count 1. 

Do'nt forget to let the Hon. Secty. know of MY good forms which arise in 
your various Iris seoolings . Best rl1shes to yOll. all. 

Jack Venner. 

******************************* 
Hy Irises. by Coen Jansen of Dalfaen Holland. 

t..bout ) years ago I started a slMll nursery, devoted to unusual herbaceous perenniAls, 
inclllding Irises. of course, in those early days only species. 1.' ke I.Grominea, 
I.Ochroleuca (now OrientRlis) which sRdly refuses to flower and I.Lutescens, collected 
in Iti'\ly. I din not know anything about the abundance of LSibirice. hybrins, apart 
from 'Perry's Blue' and A. few old GerlllAn ones, not very impressive really. Things 
changed when I met Jennifer Hewitt, to whom I owe very much: she showeo me her Sihirica 
hybrids, a.nd she ga.ve me a. generous number of plants to start with: 'Harpswell Haze', 
' tfhite Swirl', 'Ellesmore' am la.ter very go<:lol1 new ones like 'Hubbard' (it rioes not 
flower well, but it MS marvellous color), am ' 1uffled Velvet'. Hy la.test acquisitions 
~e ' Circle Rounil ' !'U'ld Dr. Tamberg ' s new tetra. Calsi bs. Hy customers favourite plants 
this year are 'Dear Delight', 'Shirley Pope', 'Dear Di~noe' and my favourite 'Butter 
l:'.nd Sugar'. All Sibiricas are grown on a rather dry sANly soil, enriched with A. l ot of 
olil mushroom compost, A.nd a lot of Rrlditional watering in the Spring. Altogether I 
grow some .50 i1ifferent Sibiricas. 

In September 1986. my first S-puril\ hybrids cn.me from Belgium, A. group completely 
unknown to me. Mr. Verswyvee, a Member of the B.I.S. gave me some rhizomes of Spurias, 
they would not grow for him on his very light sandy soil. The 86/87 winter killed some, 
those rema.ining IJIP.de lots of foliAge, but no flowers, quite uswU for Spurias, fc~~.) 



L'"age1. 

tolil . Everybody neeOs some luck . The owner of ~ Hell-known Dutch seod firm saw my 
Nursery and my Irises, nnd he dec ided to ' loan ' me a l arge nLlr.lber . of Spurias, to try 
them i6 our climate to see if they i'wuld be su.i,tFtble. for cutti~ nnd if t hey would grow 
anyway. So it Was a plc~s.9.nt surprise to receive Ft l arge pC\Xcel from California last 
September c ontaining about 60 different Sp~iaa and also some 60 nifferent Lo.h1siana 
hybrids . It took me two days to unpack and insp'ect them; but they grew away after 
planti ng and, thanks to the very mild Wi nt er, . about 35 are floHGri.Qg in the most 
fantastic colors . ~fter the first excitement , the t ime has come t o be a bit more 
critical: I can ' t l ike the very colorful yellow and blue ones like ' l'ink Candles' and 
' Blue BLlfltinc ', I 'm fond of the brownish-yell ow 'Sa hara Sands', orange-yel l ow ' Head way', 
yellow 'Golden Lady' I purple ' Vintage Year ' and the '-Very s t range ' Hlghline Coral' . 

(Thank you Coen for your int erest ing accolmt, I share your frustration with non­
flowering Spurias. E~.) 

*******************************·;t** 
In ~lemorY. 

On November 8th 1987 0. l ongtime friend and supporter of our Group ll illiam. E. 
Ouueneel , Bill as we knew him, (Hen at the age of <)0 . He was ErUtor of the Revi ew of 
Society for JapaneRe Irises for le years, until Lelann took over in 1983/84 . ~part from 
his belov~ Japanese Irises, Bill' s interest s inclunen wil d flowers, which he grew in a 
ravine ~t the si~ e of hi s house. His ~ccount of the Japanese I rises growing in his 
pond at Terre Haute InrlianR., published in our Feb. 19M Newsl etter was so vivid , it 
re;uly C<lJ1le to life . ,fe send our sincere sympathy t o hi s fe.mily and friends , and thank 
his son Jicharr'! for writinp; to tell us of the passi ng of FI. fine Irisarian, He will be 
missed . 

Our fr i ends in the Splrria Iris Society are mourning the nea.th of 118, Crawford, 
who has been n. iiriving force in their Soci ety for many . years . ~le send · them sincere 
condolences in their san l oss . 

*****"****** "*'* ***** ****** ***-x· *** *** ~; 
Si berian ani! Japanese Iris UPdate by Currier McEwen . 

Our season is l ate. /\s I write this l etter on June 12th, only 16 out of 
ab)ut 1, 000 Siberians ha.ve opened bLils , starting with 'Lavender Light ' on June 4th. and 
then 'Lavenc1er Bounty ' and diploid Md tetraploid children of those twol so right now 
most of the bl oom is in the lavender line. 

Thanks for asking aoout the Japanese Iris book . i. second draft (containing 
corrections and additions, suggestec~ by our twelve member ' committee' after reading the 
first draft) is finishm. Fin<'l.l decisions about the book will be /Ik'1i1e, I hope, at a 
meetinp; of the g r oup to be helo d uril'lg the three days tie stk'll l be t ogether for the J . I . 
Convention in Kalamazoo . Michigan . July 1 - 3rrl. It was rliscusseCI at our J .1. Board 
lIJooting during t{le ~ . I . S . Convention in Oklahoma City et. few wocks aeo . The LouisiMFI. 
Iris Group have just put out fI. book on their special I ris. I t is 10'. fine , hard - covere.1 
'oook ",nd we are now l ooki ng into the question of cost of a sirr.ile..r sort of job for the 
J.I.book . l\ problem with the one I die on Si berian Irises is the.t t he soft cover t ears 
Md comes l oose with use . If we cio it wit h 0. hard cover it surely: wil l cost more but, I 
hope , not too much mQre . I trust we shall have a, possible, tent ative publicati on date 
after our meeting in KalFtMZoo. 

I finished pl ant i ng out the Japanese Iris seecUinc;s from their flats t.od?y 
~(1 start on the Siberians tomorrow. iHth the Siberiw "bl oom nbout to peak, it ls goi ng 
to be hArd to pl 1l.nt seenl i ngs when mature plants are crying to be crossed! Of the J .I . 
seedlings just pb.nted some 200 are tetn>.ploids; the most I h!:,ve t ... "\d of them to dat e . 
They should ·put on 11. good show I'lt our J .I .Convention t o be in Hni ne i n 1990. I would so 
like to see some of our Engl ish friends here for that event: 

~ll best wishes for a great Siberian. Spuria nod Jnp~nese seRson 1n 
Great Br i tain. 

(Thenk you Currier, we too wish you a successful season , and l ook forward to the 
publice.t i on of your new book on Jap:>J18Se Irises . 
Curricr's book 'Slberi.!U1 Irises ' can be obtained , personally signed. by wri tiog to : ­

Dr. Currier HcEwc:n N. D. SOurH Hj\:1~!ELL. MI\INE . Q4.0(9 U.S./\ . 
Price·7 dollars (includiO(!; rost<".6c Md Handling . ) 



Judy Hollingworth the Editor of the Siberi~n Iris, together with John Cable has been 
running a 'Grower's nobin', the results of which were printed in th~ir Spring 1988 issue. 
\'le st'\rl now with some of the results, to answer you."C request for more information on 
culture of the se ooat.ttiful Irises. I'lA-ny tMnkS to Judy for I"llowine; us to reprint . 

• 
Culture. 

tofter some discussion it wa.s decided to print I'\. simpllflad culture sheet which 
beginners will find useful, and that locM Iris societies can copy and make available at 
their Shows and ~uctions. Hence the reason for the last three p~agraphs, which Hre, of 
course unnecoss:u'Y for S.S.I. Members. 

Here is the Culture Sheet, put together by .John Coble, which is ? ,Pplicable, in certain 
pariicula,rs to his g~en in Zone 5. but covers a gooo deal of general cultural 
infortn.A,tiom -
Siberian Iris Culture. 

Siberian Irises ~e among the easiest of Rll types of iris tn raise and bloom in 
the temper::l,te climatic zones. Their graceful stems, blooms, foliage and neat habit of 
growth m~e them the most ailaptA.ble irises for the perenniru. border Md for lRJldscaping. 
Their hAndsome foliage is ~ttractive All year, even after the first frost, when it turns 
rusty ret'l- brown. 
HISTO~Y.- Our garden varieties of Siberian irises come to Us through hybridlzers, from 
hro species LSiberica.'U1d Laanguinea which are primarily found i n Central Europe and 
Ania. There they evolved in the rich soIls of grassy meadows ; very moist in spring, from 
floooing streams p.n:] mountain snow melts; moistened by summer rain on a. deep prairie­
type sol1. and providerl with ~ Mturru. mulch of old foliage and (l ead grasses, which kept 
them from dryi~ out. 
Soil l Your Siberian irises will perform best for you if you can provide a rich soil, 
with some composted organic m~tter if necessary, tMt will retain some moisture duri~ 
dry periods, ruiI wll1 also help you attain the mildly acid pH of 6.5 to 7.0. which they 
prefer. Most garden soils though ?~C satisfactory '::IS is',for g ood Siberian performance. 
Fertilizer: This depends on your own soil type and its natural fertility. The plants will 
respond better with an early spring application of (\. fertilizer higher in Nitrogen, 
followed by an additional feeding of a be.lanced fertilizer just at the end of the bloom 
season. This Is when they are maturing new increase fans and rhizomes. 
Sun and Moisture' .Siberian irises :>.re very adA.ptabl.e and hardy plants. they like lots 
of moisture in the spring, and can survive dry periods in the latc! summer months, but will 
00 healthier plants and develop into specimen cl umps faster if kept moist all summer. 
Try to plant them with other perennials that you normally irrigate during dry periods in 
July?oo toup;ust. They love full sun (especially in the northern states), but will grow 
in light high shade. 
HuJ,chl /lmulch of orRanic matter will benefit the plA.nts in sumIller by conserving sol1 
moisture n.nd 'keeping the sol1 cooler. The mulch is ruso benefichJ. in keeping down most 
weeds l Siberians are very hAIdy, but I\. mulch 09.pp1ied after the ground is frozen. helps 
prevent the heaving and thawing which is responsible for the loss of ma,ny perennials 
over winter. 
rests l Siberians arc more resistant to disease than most garden irises. They are, however 
not immune to the iris borer. If this is a pest in your area, a systemic insecticide 
sprl\y is necessary for control. The applications of Cygon 2E or Orthenc are recommended 
in the srring. the first, after the-' first few days of 70 degrees F., Hhen the new fans 
are 3-4" tall, and the second spray when the fans are 6-8" tall. 
Transplanting and Dividing: Opinions differ on this subject and your local climate and 
ge.rdcn1~ ·prFl.ctlces will influence your preferred time for transplanting, A,S well as 
other cultu"t'al suggestions IJIfI.de here. to recommended time for diggi ng cm (Uviding older 
~ is right after bloom. At this time new root growth is still active. However, 
keeping transplants moist for the following 6-8 weeks is most importC'~t for successful 
e stablishment, and hot dry weather ffiPS decrease survival; so this e,pproach may work best 
in the cooler, wetter parts of the country. If watering is not possible at this time,you 
may prefer early September transplMting when fall rains are somewhat more predictR,ble 
and the sun' s mys less intense. Others have found that early sprinc transplanting, as 
n911" growth is evident, can also be effective. The late spring trC'.nsplants, if properly 
cDXed for .will produce more vigorous plants for the next year. Two to f our fan divisions 
Dxe recommended for tr;:tnsplanting, and the roots must be kept moist "Hhilat the plants co...re 
out of the grouna. Plant the rhizomes one inch deep (slightly deeper in sandy sol1s). 
8iberian clumps can grow undisturOed for several years, dividing boi ng necessary( cont.) 



t'r.ge , . 

when either the clwnps become erowded, or when vigor declines and blooms get smaller. 
Siberian Irises normally bloom at the end of the Tl'Ill Bearded s~"\son , 24-)4" trW.l. with 

foli~e th(\t continues t o grow a.fter bloom until 36- 40" tAll. Some varieties are 
av:..il:\ble tht'!.t bloom 1\Xounri 10-12" tA.ll with ne.l'1.t foliElge clwnps ~ound 14-16" t<'lll by 
summer. Hybrir'lizers have proouced A. pAJ.ette of colors from purples an:::] blues to white , 
pink-lavenrl crG ."l.nd cro[')l'\y yellows. Ditones and s,:?0cial. color patterns of sharp contrast 
offer e;re::o.t c. lversity when choosing SiberbJ1 irises for special plMtings and 11l11d­
sC9.ping. Some vt'lxieties h~ve silvery-blue folisge , some a fresh green, that 15 most f\.tt­
r9.ctiveatJ.'U summer in perennlal borders . 

Members of your l ocal Iris society can answer many of your questions and suggest 
sources for Siberian Iri ses. 

'lcgional Comments . from Clarence Mahan, NcLean. Virginia. 

'v11th regards to the history of Siberian i rises, Br ian Mathew out in his excGllcnt 
book 'The Iris' (Batsford . London. 1981.) the Sibiric;::>.e are all /lsiatic plants . tJ.tho~h 
the ra.IlGe of I. si boricn. extends from Central Europe to Central /lsia, I . sq,oouincf1 Is 
native only to t,sia . The range of the lat ter species extends from Lake Baikal in the 
western U.S.S . '1 . to ~11'l.I1churM, Kor ea and Japan. In fact, some of the earliost forms of 
Lsa.nc;uinca introduced into /lmerica. and European gardens, and subsequently used in 
hybridizi rl(J; garilcn varieties were clones collected in Jaww. One of the earl!Gst and 
loveliest o~ such irises is one many of us still grow,' "5no'w Queen ' , which was collected 
in Japan and introduced t o commcrce by ?et or Barr in 1900 . 
FEJTILIZATION, The recommendat i on that Siberian irises be given early spring appl ication 
of a high nitrogen fertilizer came as a surprise to me. I have not heard of tbis pr~ctice 
before and Houlrl be wary of it . I h8ve sprayed Siberian irises in spring with liquid 
20-20-20 fertilizer in dilute form, and they r8spond very well; but it woulCl be .my 
suspicion that more than very lir,ht appl ications of high n1 trogen fertilizer HOulct 
stimulate v~~bt~tive F,rowth at the expense of bloom . ~ecommen~ing high nitrogen 
fertilizcr t o beginners woUln thus caUSG me some concern. 
Pests . My Gardon in Virginia is certainly exposed to the infamous iris borer. GrowinB 
over a thousEur. different cultivp..xs , the '01 borer has my address . Even when I am 
rliligent anrl put on three applications of Cygon 2E in the s-pring, a few bores will be 
found when summer comes A.XounO. . But I have never found borers or borer damage on a 
Siberian iris. Even more than the bearded irises, the borer likes Spurias ~nd 
Louisianas . It has attacked I.pseudacorus in the pond, the Japanese irises, and just 
about every other type of iris: I point this out because to me it is one of the axe8,.t 
assets of SiberiNl irises . 
T'1bNsrtllNTHm AND DIVIDING I This portion of the Mtlcle causes me more than a small 
Mount of concern. Hheroas it does not contain any information that is not true, I 
really think it could lc;:u1 to beginners having problems. I will not /jive or sell 
Siberip~ irises before September to peopl e who ~xe not experienced growers. ~ecommGnding 
that 0 i BGifiG an~ dividing be done ri~ht after bloom will I foar , be disast~JS in many 
instA-nces. I n this southern Mid-AtlR.ntic area, transplanting at any time in thr spring 
and summe:r requires shar'ing am Mssivc watering to be successful. I strongly recommend 
th~t the article emphasizes early fAl l planting as the preferred prRcticc, and sUGGcst 
trA.naplantifll!; at other times be tried by only those who arc experienced Si beri<,,~ 
e rowers. 

negion~l Comments from Shirl ey Pope, Gorham, liai ne. 

I think tho ,"U'ticle is very well wri ttQn. Ny only comments would be these I I use a 
lot of -peat moss in the soil Rood a hA.!ldful of moist peat in the hole when I plant . IihGre 
my soil is sandy I use tUracin foliage feedings several times d uriJ¥l: the grouing SCA.sqni 
twice ib the :1p~:-ing, just before bloom, just after bloom Rood ~a1n in early September. 
My frequent \oraterings woulct wash aWay any regular feeding . Pine needle mulch left on all 
the yee:r rouon, not only 'Protects the pl ants during our sometimes open( no snow) \oTinters, 
but also controls weeds n.nd ret ains moisture. 

to fow lig ht s·prinkles of cornmeal for cutworms and wood ashes for slugs seems to 
work well . Ho scro.In to have more than onc family of borers, so we carefully srrc.y more 
frequently Hith a systemic to control them, and ..uso spider mites. 
(lots marc, from Nebraska, hl~~a, Color~o ann our oln frienrl Ben Hager of Stockton 
California in the next Newsletters . Very interesting innecd, thanks Junyl) 



PAge 6. 

The secon~ o3Ii of SPUnI~ 11ISES . issuec'l by :the Spuria Iris Society. 

While si>urias arQ R;cnerally quite free of disease they c>,re susceptible to crown rot, 
caused by musta,rd - seed fungus , especi-'\lly in the southern a nd western states and where 
a comhination of hot wQI'l.ther ~~ moisture are present. The best prot ection ag1linst 
mustarrl-see~ fungus is to so~ all rhizomes before plant i ng , reg(\rc11ese of source, in a 
5 to 1Q'J; solution of sodium Hpochlcm::i:te (Clorox, etc . ) A~ to treat the soil with 
Tcrraclor (:3ow>myl, FcNB). Tfuaclor is avail;\ble a.s a liquid in drums , but for small 
p,arflens the 7": wettable pawner may bP. more economical . ~ liR;ht dusting over thc pl anting 
IU"€ ..... , well c'lU(; in, shouhl provo I\r'loquate, althoup;h a further sn.f~ua.rrl, U50el hy some 
,:;rowcrs, is to dust the rhizome itself A.S well. I3enl l'l.tc is ,uso use(! by some growers 
to rrotect p~ainst some other soil- borne fhngus , Incidental l y , crown rot also attacks 
T . B' s, Jnpnnese and Siberians, so it is best not to let it get startec'l in your beds. 

In selecting cultlvars for your $l.rea probably the most reliable sourco of information 
woul~ be other growers In the same ~e~. Lacking such S\dvice, your best bet may be to 
select those cultivars which MVe r eceived high ratings in the /1 .1.5. aw~s lists. The 
Eric Nies A.,rard is basei on votes of ft . I.S. judges from lfIa.ny pR.rls of the world, 
in~ici\ti~ tha.t ? particular v!\.I'icty noes well under ma.ny conditions . Some of the 
earlier Nies Award winners /Ilf\.y be difficult or i mpossible t o find, but tho following 
should 00 Iwailable from the uSllfo.1 commercia.! sources' 

'Golden Lary ' , F\. larp;e lemon-yellow self (NiBS 1958), 
' raixir ' , a compact ar~e-yellow (Nies 1963) . 
' D~wn C~n"" l c ' , strls . cream, falls light yell ow (Ni es 1968) . 
' J3M'itone' ,a large brown (Nies 1970) . 
'Hir;hlino Lavenr'Jer', std s . lA-vend er, ffllls yellow striped 1 avenrl er (Nies 1971) . 
' ?ort of C,qll ' , mid-viol et- blue (Nies 1972) . 
' I\rchie Owom' . ruffle:1 bright yellow self (Nies 1973) . 
'Marllyn Hollow?y ' , s~s, peUe lavender, falls yellow eti~e- striped pl'lle lavender. 

(Nies lQ74) . 
'Imperial Dronze' , golden y0110w veined brown Nies 1975) . 
' Forty Care.ts ' , neep yellow self (Nies 1976) . 
' Proverb ' , deep blue- violet self (Nies 1977) . 
'Clnike Co~rove', lavcnr'Jer-blue self (Nies 1978) . 
'Ila Crawford ' , ruffl e(l white self Nies 1971) . 
' :i3uttorecl Chocolate '. rhtrk brown, yel l ow m~kings (lUes 1980) . 
' Imperial '1uby ' , violet-rm self (Nies 1981). 
'Fergy ' 3 Poetry ' , red-violet bltone (Nice 1982) . 
'Highlinc Honey' , honey yellow with brown markings (Nies 1983) . 
' Aiobc Sunset ', stds . brown, falls yellow veined brown (Nies 1984). 
'Imperial Gold', rufflerl bri ght yellow self (Nies 1985). 
' Detty C001)Cr ', light violet with gold and brown IllA.rkiIlP:;s (Nies 1986). 
'Son of Sun' , bright yellow self (Nies 1987) , 
/lny listing of sources of spurias would be outnaten in a few years , so it is suggest ed 

th!'\t you check with /1 .1 . 5 . Bull etins. 
The 1985 edition of the SpuriFl. Checklist Is available by sending to the followirlgl ­

TlIE SPUnIA IRISES , INTRODLCTION (.ND V"RIEl'(IL LIsrING, 
F1.oyd U.Uickenkamp, Sec/Treas. 

10521 Bellarose Drive, 
SUN CITY. "Z . 85J51 U.S.". Dy Airmail 

do 
Europe 7dolle..rs 75. 
/I ustralia & NOt. Ze?~e..nrl 

8 rlolla,rs 50. 

Thank yeu floy(! for sending this very useful l eaflet , and ~lowing us to use i t . ·\'Ie have 
a cO"j}Y of the Vftrietal List in the Library, whish you can borrow, by wrlti~ to Jennlfer 
HeHitt, llcklrcss under ' Group Library ', do 'nt forget postAge . 

LA-test News from Sun City. by Floyd Uickenka.mD. 

t.pril 1930 . He l'\Ie in the micMle of the spuriA. bloom S3ason , a.nd I have been busy 
making ceosses . Do'nt know haw many of them will take, but we shall see .• 'Son of SUN ' 
IftIm.rle its usuru. big displ ay, with more than a dozen lovely stalks on one clwnp . However, 
we ru>.n .a. spell of hot weather which was haril on the dark ones, asthey startoo w11 ting 
within a day of openiag, Today its down in the 50 ' s arK1 has been raining off and en for 
the !last two days , ·ilhen it finF\lly clears up there should be some good blossoms tOe cont.) 



-photoc,rFl.ph. We are trying to get;> wide variety of the newer intro(l,uctions a.nd seedlings 
on slides for the IInnual t,leeting of the Spuria Iris Society on May 4th. 

TI6(;cU'tUng the wee.thar here, it does got hot in the summor and rlur1l\1 July and /I~ust, 
it sdctom goes below 80 gegrees . Summer showers are not uncommon, bLrt usual.ly there is 
not much rainfall. However, occasionally there is a cloudburst and then we r,ot floodl~ 
in the lm·mr areas - not in Sun City, as we are well above the flood plains. During the 
summe:r I no my yard work in the e;u'ly morning , maybe' from 6-- 10 and then hibernate for 
the rest of the d R-Y inside, where the "..ir conditioning keeps thQ temp. ctoHn to 80 deg. 

:Tinters oxe quite a contrast with frost at times, but it seldm.m gets balmr 28 or )0 
01~ . here in Sun City, and it usually Harms up to the sixties in the r~<'I.ytime even in 
Jfln. anc. Fab. Most of our rainfall is from .Dec. to Feb., with an averace total. for the 
year of ~ound 7 or 8 inches. However, some ye~.rs we get as much as 15 or 20 inches. 

The above .n.pplies only to the area around Phoenix. Tucson runs .5 to 10 'Jee; . cooler 
summor and winter and areas around Flagstaff up on the high plateau sclcloJTl get as hiGh 
co.s 80 (l c:,~ . nnr.l in winter they get lots of snow ann below zero temps. So you see we ha.ve 
just n.bout every type of climate except the humid, ferR,y kind . 

The OIt1<1homf\ Clty convention is less than "two Necks away . I have most of my intros. 
in {';arncns there and hope they will be blooming. Usually these events are scheduled for 
peaJc T.n. bloom, so the spurias are too late, but we can alul'I.Ys hope. 

(Thnnk you FIoyd, I am sure Members will be interestoo to hear of the Heather 
cowl! Hons in which you grow your bMutifuJ. Spurias. I am still leaxnil"\S here in the 
Hifl lands, they ha.ve the most favourable warm posi tien, they grow Hell , one has oven 
floHcred, but we just do not get enough sun • • . Co~ratuJ.ations to Davc Nislionger for 
the aHan~ of the Cook-Douglas med!'\l for 'Little Dlack Delt ' and IIwe.rds of l1erit for 
' Honey Gl<'1,zed', 'Ka yo' a nd 'Aztec Star' . Best wishes to you All. m:.i . ) 

********.************************ 
S"puri~§ in C~ifornii't. by Helem Grier. 

In her r·1~,y lettf3r Helen :Usa . tells of h0t t,.roFl.ther with very little rnin, lIk"1king , AS 

she s?ys, V8ry hig h w~ter bills. Temperatures in the 80's ~.nrl 90 ' s fllq.yoo h.-1-VOC with the 
Spuria. blooms Rn" tll.<1.king crosses proved very difficult. Ufl.n,Y older ones did not flower 
Aot I'lll. However Fl very nice oval. rici) cream, and FI. lovely pRle cre""JIly pink over J:t 

lighter pink colour, floweren f or the first time. Bee crO$ses ,iere scarce, no bees ::tbout, 
the pollen seelnoo to 00 <'1runp 1'I.nd the '1.!lthers would not die to release tho ·pol len. 

I.spurif'. ' FRirflel..-l · (Ferp;usen 1,)67) han especi<311y bro~l ialls, ""hi to Hi th a. hint of 
bl ue, stF\nf'll\Xf1 s p'tlest l:weru1 er. /I rrunpRnt heA.l thy pl.<1.nt, 1 t looks bCA.utiful in front 
of 1'1. QUeen Elizal-JAth r ose, fq.cinp; ~Iest. It is now) to "3! feet tall !'tl""!0 he.s.R bloom 
strJ.ks. 'Ph.in J ::l nc' (Fergusen 1975) hn.s white stn.n1ards Rnd white bordered yellow falls 
The yellow is from the enl::l..rp;oo sil2;n:=U. patch. Substance is excellent, but it is a touchy 
grower, this is my second attempt r 2 to 2} feet this yep.r , 9 stalks to a clump. 'J\iry 
FR..ncy' (Hager 1977) blo om01 later'a..l 'Tignr ~lur:s' (McCown 197)) almost indigo, cli<1 very 
poorly, but then it ~;:l.S ~most cr~e0 out by 'Fair.field' a.nd ' Bold Horizon'(noe 1974) . 
I nm hopi.rlP; to obtR1n some of Flay'" s d;u-k ones. 

fit A. successful Show -'\rr~ecl by the Horticultur<W. Society of Or.-..ngc County. helo 
Rt the C"l.lif. St~te University t,rooretum, I fe"'ttured some violets, the sSlJib/of which 
came from CornWAll 50 ye~s AgO. 

I h."'l.ve just received ~. copy of Fr itz KBhlein ' s book ' Iris ' , excellent, with /'I. good 
l5I.M.lysis of species iris distribution. 

~est wishes to you ~l . 

Since receiving these letters from Fl 0y,1 "I~ Helen, we are he~ing of the terrible 
(l row,ht that MS hit the stA.tos in their arcp. . fill g'l.l:'rlonors will sympathise with 
them, especially if yo u are 'Bali!1(,; out ' as we were yestorne.y, after all rla-y rain :=too 
FI. clouflburst, wc Ci\n only pray that the drought will soon break .. Find snvc the crops 
nnd plMts ~s well. I wonder if it is "'ot;Cfl.USO wc heiU' \(arld News , marc or less p.s it 
hn;ppcns, or r>rc these things on the incrCA.se? I believe it is 14 yoaxs since our very, 
v~ry dry summer, 'when we were :u1vised to SRVe ~ll w~.sh1np; up Md ~th w;'I,tcr, and 
gadgets wer~ introduced to divert w::ttor from waste pipos. r1ooeration in all thi ngs 
HouJ.d appe~ to be tho best . I f'iffi ' sure wc could s'paro A. few million r, Allons. (Joan). 

************~*'lE-*************"****** 



t'agG b . 

Notes on the :1isley Show, 11th ",od 12th June 1288. By Eilean and Bob !./ise. 

,! ith the previous ye;.;rs ' €xperiencA l:lehind us, we arranged for an cxtr? 60 ft . of 
stAginp; ::>,.nd so avoided the cluttered look -- or were there less flowe rs? 

1\ bout eic;htoen cxhi bi tors Md ag(l:ll.sed over their choice of bloomG bocro.usc it 
~ppocxod t~~t due to the €RXly se~son the best of their spikes were over. Accordi~~ to 
thc exports the quality W;t1; better tMn l ast yefU', which waJ') pr..use indeed r in vi ew of 
the heavy showers the flowcr .q had M.d to withstand . 

,Jnck Grint won the 10mney Towndrow Trophy for the first time with a spike of 'rl1llrace ' 
a pole blue T .n. with ruffled flowers held r-"\.ther cl ose to the stem, but well spaced . 

Sidney Linneg<U' AAn A. ~nificent display on behAlf of t he I ris Fund for the Blind , 
Hith iri.teresti~ sund r ies for t he publ ic to buy. 

Visitors were Vf;ry impressed by our Show, ~.nd Saturday brought the crowds in, however 
Sunday is now Po.H .S . Members only, so the steady stream did not become menacing in its 
numbers A.S last yeRX. Spef\king as Membership SecretRXY I grieve to tell you that we 
only gRined ton new members, I nste:l'\rl of the 30 in 1987. 

Then I handed my note-pad over to the Master (Dab Uise) and told him to w:=tlk round 
th p- show and list the irises thA.t impressed hi m most , 50 the foll owiIl,3 is his bitl-

In the nine s pike class, which Dryan Dodsworth won, 'Bewi ck Swan ' seedling EB 86J 
(P~~e to mirl blue) Md En R6H, a PAle blue with excellent branchi~, won the Taylor 
Trophy. 

Ha,rry Foster's Si birica 2/75/222 (mid bl ue) • 
Dr. Ellis ' pseooacorus x ens~ta cross, -"\. ll'lX/"W yellow bloom with strol"lG brown haft 

marks, the bud COllnt ~ branching on t hi s spike were rather questionable, but a 
similar version of Dr. Tom~s T~~berg's ' Berlin Tiger ' (pseudacorus x vcrsicolor) hAd 
cverythi~ , ;:U tho~h the flowers were smaller. 

Two excellent T .B. spokes, both from first ye?IX plants, 'Elizabeth Poldark ' , creaJII 
with gooo branching , Md 'Dusky Challene;:er' , large violet, very dAXk, with a well 
branehcrl stem. 

f, Louisiarv:\. 'Cuisine ' , AA exciting large flower - mahve . 
Exceptional Si biricas --- ' HAIpswell Happiness I ( white) . ' Pal l y DodGe' (red) In one 

of Harry Foster's exhibits •. • • 
~ most exceptional of all a Sibirica such as we've not seen before by T . Burge, Slb. 

T21/86 •• • mid blue with If\TRe circulAr fal l s, fI.l1d when Bob comments -- 'Outstand i ng', 
it must be just thAt! 

(Thanks Eileen A.nrl Bob.) 

****************4****************** 

EI .I . S.Show neport . R.H.S . Hall June 21st . 1988. by Jack V enner. 

Owing to the late date of this show, there were only a few florets of T .B. irises 
exhibited. It was probably the first time At a n.I .S. Summer Show thc~t beardl ess irises 
gained ascendancy over T .B' s . Stlll , it must be said that spikes of T .D ' s in the third 
week of June could hardly be expected . 

S . S & J . Members who are also B.I.S. Members wer e the maln exhibitors as followsl-
Division 2. Class? for 10 spikes of sibiricas. 2 v;.xioties in 2 Vases, 

Harry Foster won the GerMn Iris Plague. His exhibit incl uded stems of the white 
tetraploid sib. ' H~swell HI't;yiness' and ' DRXk Circl e ' an exceptionell y 18X(01;e, deep 
purple tetrFl.pl oid ¥CEwen 197 ,very impr essive, but I suspect fOH buds. In this 
class Jebbi fer Hewitt hail two sib. varieties, new to me -- they were ' (/ eisse Etac:en ' , 
"oi'hito and ' Onne Marie Troep;er ' a mid bluo, both rA.lse::l by Dr. Tamberg • 

•• • Class 8 for 5 spikes of slbiricas in one or more varieties in onc Vase . 
Jcna1fer Hewltt won first prize with 'Golden Crimping' ; ' Dance ilallerina Dance ' 

':']wen ' ; ' Silver Edge ' and ' Dyk Circle! ' Golden Crimping ' was most impressive, it had 
fine, flaring crel\llly- white flowers, wi th cri mped yellow edges to the l)ctru.s . '12al:k 
CirCle' Was FUso a ' standout '. 
Peter Hewitt ' s exhibit tw:l 'nutter and Sl.W1:F\X" ' - small flowers, but of Bood light 
yollow colour; '7le<'lriy Made ' - red - purple, much darker than ' Ewen ' ; the now, well 
knoHn 'Navy Bmss ' a.nd ' H~..rps"Well Hanpiness ' . ef\.sily the best of this lovely white 
tetraploirl on view. 
Harry Foster had ' Lady ef Q,uality' a real classy Violet-blue; 'Drea.rniM Green ' one 
to stretch the imaginA.tion i 'Dreami!\?: Yel l Ct; ' - a beautiful cream with hints of 
yellow; 'HarR§well Hallclujah'- violet blue , lovely form and colour. ' :luffled Velvet' 

( cont) 



dark p urple. 
ClFl,ss 0. for 5 spikes of ChrYfmgraphes. 

First prize awarOoo to Jennifer Hewitt . The .stems shown were quite t all, but the 
flo\orcrs ru:-d incred ibl e markirl@;s Md showed what c"I.n be obtcd.n er1 from 6hrysographes 
seer1linr;s. 

I hl).vc not reported on classes 10 .<tnd 11 for Spuri~s or cl Ftss 13 f or JA:pancse Irises. 
1\11 credit to our Mamoers, who d id their best, out obviously i t was too early for 
really good s peciml10s to be l'I.vail'lble for Show work. 

Cb,ss 14 . :3 spikes of Ftny oeardless cultivar. 
I n this cla.ss Dr. Ellis showed a ' 2seoor\.corus x EosatR ' hybrid that crootcd quite a 

stir ::ulr1 rightly so . The l'U'P;e oTFI.J1ge-yellow horizontnlly- flRXed flowers \-rero 
r ct icuJ. C',t ed with Ori~ht r ed -brotiO ; l::oth form and markings were geomet"l::'ical1y precise . 
Ny information is that this l ovely hybrid is fertile, ther efore, i f distribut ed, it is 
sure t o be in great d0~and . 
Cl~.ss 1 S. 

Hl)nFl Gondwio won Ft first prize a nn the \Hlliaffi HerbGrl :Bowl for a lovely (7oup of 
L I3rqvicQul is - white overl ain light viOl et- blue. This i s onc of the few LouisianA. 1'('ise s 
which C1\n be successfully flowered in EritR.in - - it sho uld be grown by nIl iris l overs . 

r!y final comments A.r~ on LSibiric1\ ' Pink Haze'. fI stem of this vfl.1."iety, shown by 
J ennifcr Hewitt WA..S selecto.1 for trial Rt ~r isley . The flower colour i s lil;1.c-pink, with 
R. 0eepor pink cast . Hopefully, it may well prove t o be the prelud e for tr.ue pink 
si biricl'l.s in the future . 

********************************* 
E1'1,st ern Jee;ion fie'Dort . by Jack Venner . 

Cuing to health "problems, I did not get A.X'ound much this YCRr. I hf!.vo had an excellent 
show of all types of i rises in my East Essex gA.Xflen, ~nd still have the July show of 
Japnnese Irises to look forwa.....-.ct to . 

~rhc>.t ~, gr eat Sibirica 'Or ville FaY' is: It makes a wonderful cl wnp, I".J. tho~h the 
pro'pell eX' form of its flowers is often criticism when shown in a. vase . ' The same could 
be said a.oout the diploid Sibiric::l. ' :luffl ed Velvet ' , its flowers do not rUwa ys l ook well 
on the show bench, but few irises look better as a cl ump in the garden. On the other 
hand 'Silver Edp.;e ' , R f<J.vourite a t shows. haS not shown up well in tho garden here. It 
does not throw u'P many spikes and is soon over. 

'1ost of the t etrapl oi d irisBs performed. w('..11 this y8i9.r: ' .!Rue t'ennswt ' , ' Hl'lxpswell 
Hi9..ppiness · , 'YNlkee Consul ' !'\.nil the eaely floHerinp; 'Outset ' w~ ~n its mid-blue flowers 
he1"vily m1'\Xkeil on the falls with white . 'Blue 3urgee' rl~k viole±,-purpl c wC"~s som.ewhfl,t 
dis~ppointing as its fln p. show of flowers was s~on over . 'CAmbridge' continues to be o ne 
of the finest cH rl o ios, its prtrliculn.r shan e of blue MS yet to be ropcFI,too in the 
nower v.<U'iAties . ' Sally Kerlin ' obtained recently, hr\s oloomed for the first time, I 
l iked i t, p . nice shN1e of light blue. ' DreA-miOR; Yallow', well! what ce.n I say, lFl.rg e 
flowers; wonnerful form: masses of cre~y Qlooms on trouble free pl ants . , Rufflen 
Velvet' ; ' Sw~nk'; ' F£o'~nd ' Bl~e BrilliAnt ' were al l great performors, as wore many 
others recently ~,cquir8Cl, showiI¥'; RTeftt promise on small plants . 

b. sibiricR. 'FliRht of Butterflies ' , ",hich forms a clwnp of folie.ge e.bout 8 ins . 
h1 r:h, I1TOduccs thin ~pright stems with small flowers. h:<ts closerj violet-blue s t A.ndA.rds 
nnd horizontF.\l white fR11s veincn P ,Il':P)A? , 'i s very much admired. j\cconling to the lists 
parentage is unknown: it was r egistered i n 1972 by J . ~i itt . I. am surprised thn.t it is 
not more widely known. 

loport on SpuriF'. Irises . 

It.~.s MY Member seen A. ' blA.ck' spuril:'.? yJ ell! I have fl owered 11 namoo v~riety this year 
which, from;1, di stA.nce , re?~ly does l ook black. The nRme is 'Evening Dress' r aiscrl by 
JOG Chio - rcgistoroo in 1984, ' the stC\.ndards are deep purple-black and the fal l s are a 
s ooty- black with a brown CfI.St t ownD1 s the peh.l 6f]~es; it has A. small yel l ow signal. 

I·ly fA.vourite spuriA. is '!la CI';:twford ; it hA.S produced many floweri !lt3 st!'l~ks this 
y~"1I. The crisp, white blooms, with yellow overl;:ty on the falls , are horizontJ3.lly fl f'...red 
wi th crimpcxl petal ooges . . • lovely. 

Den lifw,er ' s early I Protege ' prod uce4 ~, lTlR.ss of l ight;. bl U(! with white fel l s veined 
light l-u.ue . It never fails t o give a r,o()(l show, my only criticism is thc"\t it is soon 
over. Ml rian Vhitt",ker ' s ' Hl'U've st Shl:l.i!ows ' h!3.s two shNles of brown fI..nd is one o f the 
finest in the liJ:!'ht brown colour r~ngc. His very promising seGfl.lings exe ruso just 
coml.Pg l.nto ! l oW¥. (cont.) 



..... F\R8 10 . 
I much rr.dmire some of the newer l,mericM spuri~s •.• '.t"enny Bunker ' - light tan : 

'Guest Artist ' - neep violet-'l:ll ue with yellow on the fAlls ; '6innamon Stick '- dark tan 
st!Wd~1S, brown fAlls m;:u-ked yellow; 'Destination'-3en I-L1.gers ' gorgeous or:wge-yollow. 

/'.11 those !'\Xc beginning to flower on first ye:u: pl Mts, 
In conclusion, the JR.panese Irises are showiOf': colour, but are too l£l.te for this issue 
of the NOHsl etter . (I full rCIX1rt will he in the ll'eb. 1989 Eastern :1ee,-ion compila.tion. 

(ThP..nk you Jack for your most interesting and inform~tive account . J.T.) 

**** ***~~****** ******,~ '*********'It* 
~1egionrl '1eJ?Ort for the North BRst . by Ray Hilson. 

MU8h ps I expecta:1 the mild winter to have some effect upon the timimc of thc bloom 
scf'.soo, I Ho.S gref'.tl y surprised to see just a,l:lout everything in the r,-ardcn crowinG at AA 
unpreccnc1ented rate for this are",. : (Inn eVEryborly hp,S hall a similar experience. Then, 
rC1ilemberinG that many plants neen FI. l ow temperA.ture for some time, such as we nor/llflJ.ly 
get in l'rinter, to fl ower successfull y; it has Deen 'llll?ezi ng that the number of spikes 
hP..s bean the best ever for both the bearderl a.n(l beardless i rises . 

The Dw.qrf BeR,I"rled s' started bloomil'lf, in mid -(lpril followed by the :3order Beard ec: s 
MC In:termcrUf\te Be~eds two weeks 1I1.t(~r, at the same time as t ho j'.rilbreds came into 
flower. F-arly r·k.y sa.W the D.D's noinr, famousl y . On the 14th Hay T.Il . ' DctMny Clair e ' 
start<k1 to flower. fol l owed by ' Engl ish CottAge' and 'Earl of Essex· • •• then the M.T.B' s 
m;:v:.~o their move. 20th May the Setosfl. starteo1 to flmrer, folloWf:X~ closely by • kernerana' 
(spuri~) 2.nS sibiricas ' Toward. (ed Fl-'\re' and 'f·1..vcus ?erry'also some unnamed seedli ngs. 
The Pacific Coast i r ises eXe in bloom ~nd today (31st May) Versicolor Kermisina is 
hloomirlf!; • 

tJ.l this for a few degrees Centigrade, Celsius or Ffl.hrenheit!! It would have done 
l'ronoers for my ego han the stand ",_t Glasgow Flower Festivn1 not been cMcelled, for I 
\ioulr~ he,vG been able t o provine a goon many plPJ1ts from my own garden . The,t's Life! You 
know, I feel these pr estigious events coulc'1 be oper~.ted much better. I n June , l ast year 
I ?:pplicc1 for spFl.ee at the Festival. on "l)chAlf of the 13 .1.3. and the associatorl Groups , 
f0r F.l.pcrioi! of four da.ys, as per the a·pplicA.tion form , 26th to 30th May: This would 
enable me to collect plants from wherever they were f\.vFl.ila.ble (covering both Bearned 
end BC8I!Uess); the people who ha.1 Agreen to "he available would hR-ve had the minimum 
inconvenience, anc1 we had hopes 0f a good Bank Holinay crowd . July camel the booking 
l'J(>.S conflrmerl, ann ::>. start wc\.s mane on some of the arrangements . However. some \iOeks 
(ll.lckily) "!X;forc the elat e, I r eceived Fl. letter from the organisers saying that 0 ue to 
overbooking the B.r. S. coulo not have the dates RS ·promised . I\n earlier CIlternative 
natc Has offereil, but this conflicted with pt)rsonal arrangements, my l-;looro. timo and 
helpers convenience, so I necicled not t o go aheflrl. . . b great pity, as I uncerstand the 
Fostivru. is 1\ h~e success. (It (loes sound a bit like a holiday ':xJokincrl (loes ' nt it?) . 
So 30rry th .... t the D.1.S . and its -'\ssociated Groups coulrl not have had p. pn.rt in it. 

Tho grumble is now over, but was the phenomin..u growth just a funct i on of the 
temper?ture? I wo uld like to t hink it was not . Durine the lp,st yeAX- f', very chilly ::>.nel 
sog(-;J one as you will remember - I have hA.d poor bloomin~ and so I rlecidcd- once more­
to rerJ.ly try and improve the 8011, <uthoughf we h;"l,ve painful l y collected and 
incorportl.tcd, over the p~st eight years, peat, h=u-k, mushroom compost n.nd I",ccordi~ to 
the neo(lc, topper1 up with hoof ann horn, mixed inorganic fertilizer, fish e.nd "hone etc . 
So, if tho weather helperl to give Rn early start, I like t o thi nk the feeding made geod 
use of it. Just to be sure we BIG going t o repeat the dose again t hi s ye~r . I am now 
an::>.i tint, the later blooming plp,nts a.l"l0 then , who knows , repeat blooming an~l reblooming. 

It CIHlld ePo.sily be the Yc:rr of the Iris. 

(Sympl"'.thy after all your efforts nay. /"t word of warning given to me by !e.n Smith, the 
Forest Dark tems toextra.ct nitrogen from the soil. I A.ffi not now using it rounn irises) 

*********************.****** 

n€f1jional {ooort for the South. by Ian Smith. 

lTc<,>.ihorwise , as winters go, the South couldn 't have hru1 it better -no snow and Gm¥ 
(:>. fCH f rosty mornings . This was frustrA.tinp, for me waiting for a really col d night t o 

.... wMp.n dorm.-'U1t Spuri n. seeds (R.nd before you all rush f or pen anct paper t o tell me A.bout 
p utting them in thr fridge or the cteep freeze, I've tried that, but my s eoos seem to 
know th,.1.t its not the real thiD6 anr' stFl.y steadfastl y asl eep; though one col d night and 
;> touch of frost - they sprinG up within a couple Of d~s). /I nyway , aft er a mild Mol t ) \.con • 



r.:o.thor Het December Md J "\JlU1\rY, the we"l.ther turnerl quite sunny and 1n Feh!'uary cUI the 
hcrlJr.ccous plMt~ starterl to show themselves .<\ond da.ffodils wero 1n b!.l(l . l\ll rlurl~ f1nrch 
the lC',te frosts were antlcip~too out never :u-river'l , so, ':Jy the beginnl:'"16 of i\pril 
everything wa s far adVFl.IlC~ . S.eoos of Sibiricn.s Md Chrysogr l\phes which h.-~ sprouted 
nt the cnd of Februa.ry were now fI,'I)out 3" high, MC1 wnltlnr, to be prickari out . Se6:1s of 
some rC!Ilontant T .1) ' 6 were ..usa showing - so plenty t('l doi 

On f.pril 24th . • the TrR£1esc.<Ult Trust hclc'l its ~nnllRl PlAAt FAir, next door t o 
L;vn1:xlth PF\l<'l.ce in Lonnoo, where the Kent Group h~H~ its usu.-ll stanrl, selling a grand 
~3snrtmcnt of Whi'l.t8v0r pl~nts f1embers coulrl fior'!. Sl\turrlny 23rr'l. founrl me ma.klf6 the 
journey to Lonr)pn, CAr l()~norl with 'Jits Finn pieces from the g?..rden . I h olpG(\ l".ary Tubbs 
I\nd Eunice Frehlel prep~e th0 stand for the following n~y , which from reports I recei ­
v ed W:1,.'3 'i ~req,tl\success . In the gfU"4en, by this time, S . D. B' s Md ~ . C.I's were i n 
'hloom p.nn the T . 13 ' 5 1'lni1 SllJiricl'l.s were budrUng up nicely. 

The seconn week i n tJlq,y Ek'"tW me lIlfl.ke my lU1l1ual trip t o Florence in I t.,"'.ly , for the 
Internf'tio!lP:l Iris Crlncorso. This .V f3>U: W"I.S P. n l S?..st er nue to the mild winter, which 
C~USf)'1 unrler-deve1opmcnt of plnnts ~nd Mny pests ann fungus diseases . It d i n ' nt help 
m,q,ttcrs cl ther, th"l.t while England sweltered in a mini hoe>.t w<\ve, the Italian ,-leather 
was cloudy, col rl ;:ono very nAAp. '~eturni np; on l1Ry 17th, I found T .J's 1".J1(~ Si'biric.e!s 
in full l)l oOffi, 1'\11 the wat er Irises jus.t coming out and the Chrysogr"l.phos showing 
colour in the ')l,l(l •• [fith the '13.1.5 . Show at Wis1ey still 3~ weeks /l.wny , it looked as if 
the only prize that I coulf.'1 possibly win woulcl be ona fo r the 'best sOQ(l pods . 

Wh en thoHsley Show finFtIly AXrivci, I founri thnt I still hru:l. n couple of bits 
which lioulel help to fill the ho nches . It .... a~ there th"lt I found R.l.most everyone ha" 
been frustrntC"l b.v thc we:tthcr, either t oo col(1 or too hot, t oo "'et or too (1ry ••• as a 
result exhi'Jitors hA.d been ~ pushe1 t o find top quality spikes in ~.ll classes . 
S('lm~hOH or other H~rry Foster alWl'lYs m"l.Il'iS!;es to find them, JUlO he "rp~kdl off with the 
First Pri ze in both the Si'?ir!cA. CI FLss es .e!nn the Chrys05r .... phos Cl ass. His Five 
Chrysoe;raphes seedlings, which , I suspect h;:o.ve Dl3lavayi 1n their pnront86c, ware most 
i!l'lpros~ive-- tFlll, st~tcly ~ brp..nchon , with some l ovely colour combinations. 

In the se(~linp;s tHvisinn Jack E'llis exhibited his eye- eFl.tchil'lf, hybrid of 
fscu"'~.corLls x Ens"l.t~, a bri~ht yellow flower with wine horizontAl fells I\ll(l mahogany 
r er1 signals. l1;:o.y Jeffs Rlso showed R. p'ood hybrid called ':Jerlin Tiger' (Psoudacorus x 
Vcrsicol or ) from 'fomas TC\IIlben; . It too har! yellow flowers but han heavy m..1.hog~.ny 
voinin~ on the f:uls, the veining bei llR repeated to A. l esser extent on stAndnrds an(l 
style crests - R very nesirahle pl ant (hi nt , h1nt to anyone who has a r hizome to spare?) 

ConsineriflR the season. I think everyone ~id pretty well ~n neservo thRnks for 
the gr~1.t efforts they made t o ensure a worthwhile show. 

(ThPllks Ian, n. reAlly busy time . J .T . ) 
. ******************************** 

lec:lonFl.l B.eport for the Hest MirlllVld s . by Phil ip All ery. 

Onco Aj3ain the spriM; MO eAXly swnmer weathcr in the West 11i(Uands mC\dc planning 
fo r Show bloom A. nifficult exercise. Despite the CArly season, members of t he West 
Io!i'llp.nils Iris Group hel" Et successful j\nnU?~ Show "I.t the Nurseries of Treasures ' of 
Tenbury '.I ell s, on lAth J une l ast. Of p ... .rticull\r encouragement 'rJ est MldlMois Iris Group 
members wa.s the support r;lven by the presence of a lfl.rRC p:uty of D.I.S. members from 
Lon~'on p.nil Kent Group . de thA..'1k th~m for their viw1t ~nn hope they enjoyed their week­
en(l bre~ . 

t.lthoUl~h the number of i';lntries w;>~s rE!(luceil by the el\Xl.v se.'"tson Mn the ;:o,bsence of 
three sonior members. it W"I.S quite noticeAhlc that thore is i ncrcasine; interest in 
b~l:.'<iles9 irises . The W est 11i~IMoi Group is ps.rtieuh'rly fort un;:o.te in ruwing Jennifer 
Hcwitt M fl HArry Foster in frien0ly rlv:;liry, developing Sihiric~. hybrif1s . 30th are 
h~ving Hell n eservecl SUCCC6~es . 

Of intArr:lst t oo w .... s th~ succ("ss of P.. new m~I'l'ber, Dr. John Dealt , ... h0 G;>.inen B.I.S. 
SeC""111n.1 Commcnnatio ns for Chrysogr;:>, phes Section sOla; . 8s'CHWl A.!ld spuri£! sd l g . 84/Sc/l . 
Hybr116 l\wl species in which '3 . q & J . mcmoors hAve l'I, p:uticular interest were more 
wi~cly cxhibitco1 th~ in previous years. Here Ar~ the results of the clnsses involv~ . 

In Division HI - Cl~ss 8 - I' v~se conteJ.niM " spikes Of hybrid 3iblric~ (2&hrs) rlS8S In one o~'morc Vl\Xle~ e s . 
tha placings were; - b~t . HBrrY Fostp-r showiJ1f1; ' DFlrk Circly ' , ' IIf;U"Dswall 

Hallelujah ' , ' HArpswcll Happiness ' ~cl 'Lnily ef QU?J.ity · 
( this entry won for Harr.'Y the awa.;r.:l f or the best vAse.) 

?nr, l1y entry of ' t.nniver8Ary', 'Peg !D:lwerds', 'Silver IlHgc ' 
R.nn ' Violet Here ', (co nt . ) 



l:Rge l;'::. 

In Division III - ClF\.sS 10 - 1 'vase contlUni~ up to 5 spikes of beardless hybrid irises 
not eligi"tll e for classes 8 (above) or 9 .. 'acific Coa.st hybrids. 

1st. H~.rry Foster ~rl 2nd. J romnifer Hewitt both showed 1 

Chryso~rRphes section seedlings. 
Jr(!. Cy 13artlett showec1 Spuria section seerllinc;s. 

In Division III - Class 11 - 1 VRSG containing up to 5 spikes of ono or more Iris or 
IridR.ccou:::; species, beaxrloo or beardless. 

1st. Cy B3Xtlett showing I .Latlfolia nlba. 
20'1 . Cy Bp~rllHtt showing I .FoetVlissima forms. 
Jrd. Suz . l-linspeE:I,X showinr, Sisvrinchi urn striat um . 

In Division V - Class 14- 1 spike, rAisEYl by the exhibitor, Beardless I r is, a first 
place was not award cr'l . 
H1UTg Foster took 2ncl.Mo 'rrl. phLces with socclli1l6s 71/2Y+ & 
2/7 24/U. Harry Foster also shR.TeO with his wife rhureen , the 
Ba.tts Trophv for most Show points . 

I 0xhibit e04 two J,q;panese iris seefllings, one of which the Society ' s jlK~p;ing panel wish 
to scc <'tg:Un . The other seenlirlb fFl"lled on the grounr'ls that its form was not completely 
r~uJ.ar . However it is a beautiful f)arden plant, a l avenner-blue single (s sibling of 
secYning 198y'H6/10/AY) am a l arge clump grown in a pot and "positi~nerl at the entrance 
to toe Show (lrew public interest . My disappointment with the outcome of the judging, 
which I must a.ccept, has 'been offset by requests from two visitif.16 meml)ers of the 
Society for divisions of this attractive seGrlling . 

One ·point I must make, in the int erest s of newcomers to the Show bench. Hasty 
pre:parntion, last-minute arrival, Fl.nfl faulty r1ocl.lmentatio n will almost certainly brine 
a"l):out ('isco.ster before the judges, as it dld to me this year . Be quite single-mindEil in 
your preparFl.tions and selection of blooms for the show. '1cRil , and re-real.1 the Show 
sche0.ule, and, if possibl e , set Fl.side specific periods in t he preceerling Heek for the 
prepar:=ttion of your e ntry. If you nee1 Mvice , seek it in advance. Cm.pter 9 of 'Growing 
Irises' by G.E.Cassidy Md S.Linnegar gives useful euinR.nce on this subject. 

Those Japanese iris sCe01ings which I hope to register this year, were just too lat e 
fo:r the late June D. I.S.Show at the n.H.S . New HalL However four seedlings are quite 
outstnunit¥; (in my opini on), l').IY'I I hope to show them next year . ,"It that time I plan to 
inclLrlo ~ooms from see1lings Generously sent to me by Dr. C.HcEwen . Throa of his 
seoolif)f';s, in particul;:".r, are very Vigorous tetraploins , ann I have Dr. tlcEwen' s specific 
consent to make se~ or pollen available in the future, subject to the usual 
ac!tno':llcGr;ments , for use by others who are interested in the development in the U.K. of 
Jp;panese Irises. 

Ono of the probl ems of showing Japonese irises, which I have experienced over the 
past two Ye1>..IS, is the nbsence of a jurlging stamal.Yl to t-rhich a competitor can work in 
selecting blooms for the Show Bench. This is ::)Oe of the ffi[\tters which Hill occupy my 
c,ttention oVer the forthcoming {,mumn am t/inter monthe. 'Know your Irises' published 
by the New Zealand Iris Society helps,Mil Lela.nc'l \lelsh, publishoo 8. good article in the 
JB.pMOSe Iris Society ' leview ' this Spring . He is, RS you will know the Ff:it or. 

Have fun with your irises! 

(Th>.nk you Fhilip . ) 
*************~********************* 

nen;ionru. JeJ)ort for London. by j\nne Blanco Hhite. 

In July 1987 I wrote P.Oout I .!,i;ns~ta (KRempferi) an<'l non acio soils, something which 
11oml)ers who grow these Irises ano no not have acid soil. are very keen to know about. 
I montionoo 11R.x Steiger's article in the 1959 Year Bopk ( D.I.S.)so, wheneJi. posslbl e(cont») 



P""o 13. 
Mf1 spa.ce allows, the two, rPl.ther l engthy articles articl es wil l be roprintoo by kind 
"permission of the Brlthsh Iris Soci ety • 

. This yoar I ha.ve fiowerOl"l a 'Care ' Ens'"_t a, in:-A. conte.1ner (for control) wi t h 
limestone, it ? rorlucc:rl f.I. fino big blue bloom. Tho story cont i nues •••• • 
Lime-resistant Iris k~empferi ( now callsrl EnsatF\.) by Nnx Stciger. 

Six yaRXs o fefl.;t!n~il\~t!~work in breedin.g ten t housand Iris ktV3mpferi seool i ngs yearl y 
hr\.s rn,')fle it pos~~tro t8 6ucccfil , step by step, i n an A.il!l t hat a f ew years 800 seemoo o ut 
of roach. 

TI:ven the most rec ent 1? ubl i cations (1ea1111(\ with I . J~aempfori state that the first 
requirement Is an aci~ sol1 f r ee from lime, which . is fatal for t ho Japanes0 I ris! This 
hypothesis has Barl such a discouraging effect that, in spit e of the success which 
Japanese breoders have enjoyert for centuries, the Tall Bearda'! iris has Hholly 
ouV istan"!cd 1. kaempfcri in popularity. 

It is small wonder that most iri s-lovers are disco uraged i f they huar, ' Lime is fatall 
acir" soil and a plentiful water-suppl y arc inU69onsA.ble ' ! Places which satisfy ell 
threQ cOrYl1tions are rare, and the fow gardeners wil l ing to cope with thoso difficulties 
in their desire to seo t ho beauty of I. kaempferi In t heir own ~ardons have oft en met 
loIith not hine; but r1isappoi ntment . 

I.kacmpferi is froo..uont ly bel i eved t o be an aquat ic pl cwt , ant' as a consequence i t 
ha.s frequentl y been pl a nted in poms or in marshy soil, where, hOHcvcr , the pl ant s ei ther 
perish~ promptl y because of the alternat e thawing and freezing which occurs in our 
Central. European sprif(; , or, ir they surviva:1, were so st untl3rl that their flowers wer e 
never able t o att ain thei r ful l size or t heir true cl ear colours . 

On the other hand the Japanese, masters of the art of growing th€sc irises, provi d e 
moisture in spring only, until the bloom is over, ann, lat er on, never flood the ponds , 
I:hich have been neepenoo in or"er to hol d t he pl a.nts. 

1'!h cm, six years ap.;o , in the autumn of 1953, I began t o pr ocure soor-l s and plants of 
the latest hi,.;h- grailQ varieties, the JUg::> strain from Japan and the so-callecl Mar higo 
st:t:'o.in whi ch ~ral. tcr r,la.rx, of OrE8on U. S .I\ . haD brC(l f r om the Higo strain, I was i n 
blissful i gnorance of all these prescriptions . fI,t t he same t ime I 1x>lV"~ht, f rom various 
sources in Germany I. kaem~feri seeds which came from variet i es import~l from Japan years 
ar~o . Tho first 50wi~ was (lono in November in boXes fi ll oo with goQlj Garden soU, with w 
which the seeds were covered to t he aepth of alnut half an i nch. After thoroug:h 
w~tcrl~ theso boxes wore expoBoo to the frost for a week a.nrl then plp,coil in a warm 
room. Four weeks later, upon germinat i on, the r,reen of t he young 'plants became visible. 
~1ith true enthusiasm I inspectoo the seEill i ngs perhaps a dozen times oaeh day, and when 
s"i?ri~ came ha.rl 30() nice plants, al t hough I hail sown t hree t imes that number of seeels 
'!:von t()('laY I cannot explain why I had such b.:-w. r esults from my first sOHi~, si nce , in 
Inter years over 90 % 6or mination has been the rule. 

By ignorance was so great that I did not he s i t ate to transfer those pamper ed plants 
as early as the ~inning of /lpril int o a d r y sanrly soil. I novitably, this caused t he 
l oss of many, but I was a.ble to save about 150 by replanting i n goor) Garden soil., with 
nn OJ"!:plo ar1dition of 'peat, and these ther eupon quickly formed n vigorous stock. 

( Max then goes on to say about his next Bowine; in 19.54 • . . to folloH in Fobruary 1989 . ) 
(Thanlt yo u flnne , var y interesting indeed . ) 

******************************~* 

The Group Li kaIY, 
CO,!.'ios of of the following /lmerican Dooks and t'ubl i cati ons fU'e oOtfli nfl.ble from l­

Hon. LibrariM I- Mrs . Jennifer He~dtt, ' Hfl.ygarth' , Cleoton St . l1ary CLIlDI3UUY J1J'1TlMEB . 
KIDDEWI NsrEJI1 , 11orco . DYI4 OQU. 

Si"x-rlan I rises by Currier McEl~ e:1. 
Tho Spuria Iri ses- Introcluction & Variot~ Listi ng-1985. En i tor James. J.For eman . 
Newsl etter of the S-puria Iris Soci ety. 
Ucvlew of the Society for Ja~~ese Irises. 
,Tournal of the Siberian Iris Soci et y. 
The Genus Iris, subsection Sibiricae . D.I .S . 
Alphabetical Table an" Cultivation Guide to the Speci es. E.LS. 
t..ll b.'lck numbers of the S . S . & J . Newslet ters. 

~'l8P.se include ?ostaeo when roouGsting items. 
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Treasurer ' s ~eport . 

Your excP.l l ent response to the appeal for pl Mts and seeds has confirm~ that we are 
~ble to keep the Subscripti on at £1 . per annum until 10th June 1989 . Every plant and 
most of the ~eeOs are now saln , but wc do have some new seedl i ngs on offer . • See ?lant 
List. Many thanks t o A.I! who contribute() to the scheme rtnn ;:Usa fa your nonations . 

I w1l1 still continue t o practice economy, because costs are risi~~ a~l the time. ann 
I understAno there will "be ~n increl'lse in PostAge lR.tar on this yeRr, which will affect 
our running costs greatly. 

The Subscription review for 1989/90 will "?e published in the Fcbrwu-y 1989 Newsletter 

Our f1n~nciAl year is from 1st . July to 10th June. Delayer1 payments are a. llA.b1l1ty 
on the Group's Funns. 

For the benefit of Members who pa.y a. commutod Sllb. and a reminder, I have encl oserl 
a ~lip in each Newsletter showing your 'posi tlon. 

r1ease make cheques, postAl orders etc . p~yable tOl­
• The S. S & J . Group. B. I.S .' 

Please senn tOI- l1rs. JOM Trevithick, 86a . Gr~'lntha.m '"in., Radcl iffe-on-Trent. .. pI! 

(f1ease omit 'Hon. Trea.s . ) 

D~ck Numbers of the Newsletters pvall~ble: -

NClITH!GHM1 . NG 12 2HY . 

1976 - - senn 33n in $tamns . 1981 . 1982 & 198) 43D in stMlDS, 1985 5}]J in stDS. 
Feb. 1988 6}p in stps. 

******************************** 
Membor'§ Letters. etc , 

Duo to le~thy articles in the Fc~uary Newsletter I was unable t o inclotethese items. 
·H'irst New Members: - Mr. Bob Bray from Leicester is a LA.lldsca.pe Designer {torchi tect) , El. 

lovely job, by the sound of it . He is aoing to incltYIe more irises 
in his 1"183ign5, ca. ' nt think of Anything better, Bob. all the be~t. 

11r. Norman Derekls, Mrs Joy Cooksey, Mr. Mei Mrs . Hemmings, Mr. Brian Jawkes, Miks 
Jud ith S~ndnll, Mr. T . ~orter who is the Manager of the Hollyryush Nursery Ltd ., Saredon. 
Mrs. I1a.ureen Smith, Mrs. J.L.Stokes, \1 n.ls9.l1 Mutual Gardeners ('..['ld lirs Lucy Wilkins. 
Sorry I Was not 3ble t o write more About you in the Feb. N~"sletter, but perhaps you 
Hill write in Md let us know how you h.<I.ve f"'IOO over the past twelve months. Have 
your Irises grown well eiespi te 'up IUlrl nOHn' weather . I know there are some Flower 
,~rrangers among you , in this areA. 'Gerald Darby ' is much so~ht C'I.fter . Let us know I 

Mr. t'\lan Green of Forest Town, MNlsfiel d. MS recently moved, grows some Si biricB.s, 
wants to d,w r.;."":"'~t "_"l~ h<\Viw, hl\d succoss with a seed r;rown I.Oriont ... lia wc uld like 
t Cl obt~n Sl:tile spuri3- hybrids. (He AIC workine; 0n this fllan , they nrc very scarce in 
this country, importing seems t o be the only way, but rather expensive due to exchaI1B0 
j;e,tc etc . ) 
Hr. t'\lan Hl'U'slev of SheTWr"'id is a ?ark :v.~~er R.t Holme Pic~A.t l1fl ter Centr~. JUan i s 
!'Ilso El. well known Ornp.thologist and prepares Nature Trails for the children : He has 
planted soo.e of our water irises 1'\t this National Centre. 
Mrs . Viv Moore, with her husband Md hls Fa.ther Md lIother run a fM11y Nursery at" 
StFl.nton-on-the-Wold s . They sell ffiRllY HiU'dy PlMts, Floskery r'lants find Shrubs. I hope 
they w11l find room to grow some Irises. 
Ur . Steve York i s the forel'lM R.t ' 1)::u-dcll ' s loses ', he lives at Dnt.ycott, Derbyshire. 
DuriI16 last "'inter he MS been very busy extendi!lR the nursery, buildinc; new 
~eenhouse~, hp. is alre~y st~tinr, to build up stocks of Irises. 
1tt\. .... C:!8.ftll.ao: X~ of McLean Vire;ini-'1. you hr"we alrc::u:1y net, also lLJean ?eyn=o...rd of 
Seysslnet . Frc.I1ce nnd Coen Jansen , D<tlfsen. Hollfl.nd, who is also busy building up his 
nursery. 

To SOl!le extent, I think that includes you RII who were included in the FebrlUU"y NIL. 
On to this ye3Xs account, well! I seen to hp.ve ;er 8?ade to ~ive you more in the 
'llk1.itorinl', but , you know, it sounds much better coni~ from you pcrsorl{'~ly • • • • 
I rjll so pleased to see more Nursermen :=tnd Wom.en tfl.ki~ ~.n interest in growing our 
Irises . If you hrwe /"1. Show in your local AXea, why not try nnd cstrt.blish a Cl nss for 
Siberi~~ or Spuri~ or Japanese irises, this will help to see more of them grown. Our 
Specif\J.ists MO llepresent'\tives will help when they C,1..D . I said this yea.rs aso, I hope 
it will happen soon . (El:l . ) 



TI:xtracts rind Upd""t0S from ,Your l (Jttors. 

Floyrl ;I ickcnk~p wrltlrlR; 1n thr first WQ·:k of Junn , t ells th .. t h r. MS trlC1.do r.t:Jny 
croosr;s of hls Spuri~s, but many of.-th "':!t:l did n~t t::U<.c lx->c~l.Usr) of hot w;.<':tbcr during p oak 
bloom. Howl"v (>x , scvnr""~ ":Iuds froM. his croSSrJS and a l ot of ' b(}c ' crosses. He thinks 
thnt saml) of th0s e could bn cu~ to 'thrips' t cr<'lwllnp; arounr'l and pro~bly cnrryi nr 
poll '"':ll t o thr. stigna. This m1r<ht b~ ~ wl'i.y to get som~ of the nf)wcr Spuri !',s st?rtod in 
Engl~, 6inc~ thr. ' solf' CroSSDS would bo slmilnr t o the pod paront . Floyd hopes to 
send us some so<1rl l A.t,,"r . (Thanks, in Fld vtUlcc). 

The OklnhomFI City Convention WRS somewh::,t of i'l. dls!3.ppointmcnt, no Spurl F'_ blooms, in 
f e.et no Spurias in .widoncc ('l.t -111. .. 1y Introd uctlons had only two showing bud. 
Okle-.hoJTt"l, City Is lRXR'cly t".ll be~r:rl country. Vp.ry f ow Louisi:WRS, nnd I saw only a 
fow clumps of Sib~riMs. Nost of the iiod l MS JWd flrllbroos were throtUh bloornlnr.; , but 
thero wore ~ few exceptions. 

It w~s ono of the l~~~r conventions , with about 7)0 r~istr~tlon3 (lOO more than 
Phoc nix. ) The T. '8 ' s in some of thQ p;ard p.ns, wer e ""s good as I hava seen, incl 00 ing 
the Or~on convention. ?aul DIRck' s ~ardcn , for exampl e , was a mass of T. n. colour. 

~pprovAl hRs been g iven o n the names for . thc thre.; Spurias I pl an to introduce next 
year? ' Ther ~c 'Betty My Love ' (namod in mo~ory of my wife , Betty); ' SQnoran Senorita ' 
(deep 601d), Md 'Sonoran C9ba.l1oro ' (a. n car na vy blue). I am pa.rticulpxly pleased 
with ' Dotty ny Love ' bGc.cl.use it MS such good substa.nce . It is not a 1l"..X'0c flower, but 
cory nttractive, I think . 

i\3 . If you' are Mondarin« why the ' Sonoran' in the nF11ll';s of two of fly new ones. I live 
in tho ' Sonoe~ Desert . I thoURht it was time to publicize that fact •. 

fIlL .good wishes Floyd. 
*********************************** 

;~es . Mc'! Nif£C~l Colborn write to s~y thnt they ho.ve joined the NRtionA.l. Gaxden Scheme 
and in future their l ovely g/U'dens Rt CRre1)y lIanor will be open to visitors on SlU1days 
N1d Bp/ok Hol i days. Gongr~tuln.tions to Nir;el on boing I'l.ppointed to the Flornl Committee 
:_!~;.' of the :loyAl Horticul turA.! Soci ety, this incl ud es Herbaceous A.nd Parennial ?lants 
nnd 11oses. ( He wish you both every success in your venture .) 

*********************************** 
Clflxence i1.<>.hM a f r ip-nd of RA.Y \:I ilson, a.nrl the &Htor 6f' Ncwsc<?st A.X.S.' Region 4 . 

"'rites to 6f\Y that they hlwe A. ded icated Ticmbcrship when it come s to J apanese, Si berian 
ann rnbloomiJ¥( Irises . They are the only leg:ion which has a 'fall' Show, FIl1d they Mve 
beon h:"'.vim bearil l ess shows for the past three YCArs . Spurias Md Ar1ls arc not as ... ; 
1-lioo1Y'ironn, because they do not like our acid soil, I'!.nd Arils . hato our Het sUllUll ers 
a.nd a.utumns . Japanese Irisos arc very po-p ular, and in 1989 we will host the SJI 
convention 1n the Uashi I1{7;ton DC BAltimore areA. 

( Thank you C1arence nico t o hear your news, all the best .) 

************************************ 

iir. t.ldro HorinakA. wrote in Hay to SfOS he was plcsed t o r eceive seed from. the Seed 
Distribution. He asked if we :.ad fresh Iris seoos of the f 0110wil'l6 l -

I . variegated leA.f f orm of LA.evigata. 
(la Fallida 
do Foetid iS8ima.. 

for their studies. Unfortunatel y we were unable t o supply, s o we .!\sk you I the Hembers, 
1f you have ~y of these , will you please send them, either direct to :~ . Horinaka, or 
to the Soad Distribution , and we will sond them on. Thank you. 

(VOl.~y pl ea.sed t o h OFl.r f r om you, and wc do hope you will be ."lblc to Hrite about your 
Irises very soon. Ek1itor . ) Address a.t b.:."\.ck of NIL . 

********************************~** 
1,*,5 . narY Ii:Msd aJ e wrote to Sfly that havinp; been Il t1ember of the Species Group for a 

number of yep.:rs she was n:rM ually becomi l'l/1 mor e and more a Sil:y'SpuriC", fan . 1\8 a fri cnCl 
ef Trovor Nottle (j\ustral i~.) s he remincted me that Trevor would be comine to Engl and , 
i1y rO{i;rot w<:,<s th<\t I could not attend the Meetings I'l.t which he WA-S spCRlti ng . \l.:: hp-vc 
been, what I suppose you woulc1 cf\ll ' Ji'en fri ends ' for 10 . y~amssaopc he enjoyed his trip 
looki1'lr': forward to he~.rine RJ..l A.bout i t . ~lso wc look forward t o hcar1nr, about y~~nt) 

• 



card en too Hary I 
'be q,bl e to help. 

the irises you Grow, also the irises you would lik e t o Rrow, we may 
~ll the ~e3t. J.T. 

************************************* 

.' Jfl.ck {\shfo}::'(1 of Nai rn responded promptly to the appeal for young trees, and sent a 
~oO'lly parcel. Anne, unfortunately could not pRXt<'lke of this kind ~csture , because the 
conservF\.t1on residents in the flXCA. had dccid oo to use only repl~.cOlllcnts from their own 
Mea, understandF\.ble, I suppose. However, on askim aroWln, wc soon hr-yl pl enty of takers 
so there Na.S satisfaction all round. Mt\.I1Y. many thR.nks J~.ck for such c. nice gesture. 

************************************* 
Ha ry FrR-ser, who 1 ~ now thG Secretary of the Species Group, has her hands full at the 
moment, but I hope she will be able to ~ive us an update of her Irises (of which I know 
she has many), when the quieter ~uturnn and Hinter months come. Cooi1 Luck . Take care. 

************************************* 
{lyra CeesQn of Coach Cap Nurseries is p;ettinr- back to norm.u E'.(1;EI.in, after the gales 

c1am~od ~er r;reenhouses last winter, am the unwanted attention of a lir;ht-fingered 
person or persons. !Hl the best of luck to you. 

************************************* 
No'rman Payne is very pleased with hi5 display of Japanese Irises this year, and is 

surpriseO at the size of some of the clumps, after only twelve months growth. 
(fIust be what you arc Giviw, them NormM:!) 

************************************* 
List of fl<'lntsmen and Homen io Qur. Group. 

Hr . NormF\J1 Derckis . 'VI'I~ley Nl,lI'serles ', Er.ct lnp;ton ;ld . f,LDRIDGE .Vt.LSi\LL . l1 .r1. US9 aSB. 
(sorry Norman I have missed off this description in previous reference.) 

f-lr . & Mrs . N. Col born, Careby M'l..nor Card ens , CJ\'1EDY. ST{lMFOl1D Lincs. FE9 4EJ\ . Nat. Gdns. 
Dorry ' s Nurseries, !1a1.n street, COSSINGTON. LEICESTEl:. 
f.'Ir . H.I.Jeffs , 'Nutfle1d Nurseries ' . Cr.n.b Hill Lane, S.NUFFIELD. :tr:DHILL. Surrey ::(H15}G. 
r~s . Myra Goeson. Coa.ch Gap Nurseries, L[lNCill. Notts. 
Mrs . V.Hoors, f1oor e ' s Nurseries, STflNI'ON-on-the-HOLDS. Notts . 
11r •. T. Porter, J1rulager, Hollybush Nurseries Ltd., Hollybush Gan. & t.ql1:'\.tlc Centre 

Hl'l.rstone 1d . S(liJEOON . CHESLYN HAY. W,LSI\LL. U .M. 
~/e.ls81l Nutual Gardeners, c/o Hr. r- .Taylor, 67, Lydford l1d . SEFTON 2s'.!lIL TILOXWICH. 

UI\LSALL. HS) )m'. 
Mr. n:ic h~rd Y~tes, fl lpine Nursery, TIoecliffe Hanor , lilOODHOUSE :&'\VES. LOl..GIillJrtOUGH. Leics' 
Mr. S . York, 'Dardlll' s noses', Toton Lane, STAFLEF'OflD. Notts. 
Overseas. 
Mr. & Mrs. T .~ brego. P.D. Dox 693. NE"D~G. O~N . 97132-0693. u.s.". 
Hr. Den HAger, 309 , "3est l10an South, srOCIITON. Cl\LIFD3NIfI. 95205 U. S.A . 
Nr. Clarencc f.1nhan , 7311, Churchill Rn. McLe8J1 . VITIGINIl' .. 22101. D.S.I\. 
Dr. Currler f1cEwen, SOurH HJ\1i'SIIELL. Mt,INE . 040(9. U.8.1\. 
fIrs . Loruna Reid, 'Laurie 's Garden ', S?11l]l;FIELD. O"1ElX>N. ~. U.S.f •• 
Hcrr . El:lerhA.l."d Schuster, Post G~eOehn, 2711. I\ur,ustenhoff. D.D.n . East Germany. 

********************************** 
List of New Hcmbers . 
tIr. J .Antippa, 283, Lo~hborol.l{';h ~ld., ~1 est Bridp.;ford . NOTI'IN;Hl\r1. NG27 EH. 
Hr. :3 .Castlo'"line, 44, West wick ::1:0 . , BILBOn01..(;H. NOTTINCHf,M. 
Derry ' s Nurseries, Mn.1o Street. CO?SINGTON. L.eic.s . 
Hrs . N.T . "Iamsrlale, \~ alker' s Crot;t. Start Hill, GT . HbLLINGSBU1Y . BI SHO?' s STO:«TFO'1D. 

Herts . CM22 ~F. 
f Mrs. S.1:yder, ' Toqjlshol e CottFif,e ', Old ld . FEE:1INC. COLCHESI'ER. ESSEX. 

Hr. n. YA.tes, 40, i'ioodfie1n Rn. i1OTHLEY. LEICESI'EB. LE? ?TIE. 

( please let me know your cone number when you write in. Thank you.) 

******************************** 
Contacts in Societies . 

Prcsin ent of the n .1. 8. Mr . H.1:.Jeffs. 'Nutflcld Nurseries , Crab Hill lane, S .... l'!~Ueld, 
Secret?gry of the B.!'S. r'ir . ?n . r·1a.ynarfl. , 43 , Sea LMe, '..GlUl:!oOO~. 9$8- . 

rl0IlTHING Sussex BN12 4QD. 
Secretary Of the Species Group. rtrs . i1.Fraser, 'Barsham House', !lJ Oll..!ildwood ,., Bucta,~.'H 

Lane l.rlG s Lan~ey "fMS8BE. 



U.S.A . 

DU t or of S·puria. NIr .. 
~itor of Slberi~ n. 

cia r~"C . F.WickenAA.mp lG521 , Bellorosc Drivo, SUN CITY (.z. 85351. 
11rs . J .Hl')ll i w,1forth,. 124, Sherwoot1 '1n . E •• ·tlILLIII MSTON . 

DUtor 0f <lropnnesc 
~cvlew._ 

g..rouos. 

Iris 
Lelano 

MI . 48895. U.S . f. . 

ILW . .,lsh, 767), west D. K'\LM~ZOO . llICHIGt.N . 49009 Ust . • 

]Cqnt GrQI,lQ Mrs. M. Tubbs, 9. Lin~fi81n ;"Id, V/IHBLEOOH COMl;ION. London SlT19 4JV.. 
l1m::!;..i..'1n rtl:QYJ2 Nrs . E.Wlsf3, 197. ThCl PnrkwllY, IVEl HEt,TH. IV E] . Ducks . SLO Or~ . 
V/est Mldlg·iliL.v.ro@ H~6. ?Foster, 76, r)e<\chfielfl '~rl . G1E/lT ~itlLVE.1N . Hares . W"a4 4,..): , 
;;qIDQobnt Groqj,2 . 11r. i?d'.l l cry, 199. \~:>J.s.-1.l1 :1d . flLD1I OCE . Nr . ;!I\LS/lLL . rlS9 OnE. 
n"I!S..£yQlJG~tlQD..S.. Mr. N.Hatkins, )1 , L:trkflelcl :1d . F.\1NHi\M. Surroy . Gl19 ?DD . 

I1r. ·{I.Horln~kp (?res . JepMcso I ris Society) 3-9. T;..ni m.?chl, 6 chome HINIMft -KU. OSt.Kt. . 

-.******************************* 
SeW 1)iGtri~uUon List . 

I . PseLl'iacorus ' E.Turnipsecd (cre~). 
I.SotOSA. rAllq.s (sm"ll qUlwtity) 1. 

ft.ll at l~cr '!2.~, plus postage . 

I .Vorsicolor. 
Si bir1 cR. 11ixerl. 

I.V orsicolor Kermesi~~ . 
do Mixed shades. 

Ilcase send to Mr. D.Trevithick, 86a , Gra nthro.J1l ld . lr.OCL IFFE-on-T~ENl'. NOTTINGHi\M . 
l/G12 2HY • .. , ....... , ....... , .. ..... , ............ , ................ .... '. 

socils • • • • •• ••• ••.•• • •••• .• •••••••••••••••• •• , •• ••• ••• , • • ••• •••• ••.• • ••••••• 

?J.a.nt Schomcl-

These soodlinr,s are available, f or despatch in Saptember:-
L ~ns"tn (Kaempferi) (p) . I. Virr.inic". (m) . I.CertMli nae. (vs) . I . Ful vAl"'\rk"rt~1. 

I.Sibirlc~:- '/lnne Mari e (T:rolp;er ate . ){m) , 'Caes;u"s TIrother'{ s) . ' i\nne D.qseh ' (vs). 
'Emperor ' (s) . 'Nottil¥<;M.Jl'I. Lace ' (8) . 'O utset ' (m) . 'TowardledFlare'{s) . 

I .ChrysOP.;r~ph4')s. (1'1) . I . Chrys~rl'\phes x Chrysofor{ m) • I. Forrestil x Chrysographes (s). 

~ FIre all ~t )or ~~ch plus i?ostage. 

(vs) mOMS very small quantity. (5) small. (m) medium and (p) plenty. 

rUtho~h every effort is ml'vle to sa.tisfy the demf\m, ther e ls not, of course a gUarfI.ntee 
lfith these, 1n ex::tctly the same 13.8 with the seeds. That i s only possible when a plRJlt 
i::- parted. However, to those who do not have any of these Irises, a nd cannot buy them, 
especll'\J.l y F\.t this price, from experience, I cFl.n tell you t hat you will be 
:op;reea:uy surprised when they m.aturc ro.J"!"l f l ower. I n the case of (vs) and (S) pl ease 
order subst1tutes . 

i:1.ease sen(! to hs. 

Name I'UlCl Rildress 

Pla.nts rcq uired 

J. Travl thick , 868" Granth8Jll '?cl . 1/1 OCLIFi"E:-on-T:tnm' . tIOTT I NGH{lM 
NG12 2HY. .. , . , ............ ............................ . , .............. . 

........ , ................. ..... ............ , .. ............... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , .. .. .... .... ...... ..... .......... . 

)), ' nt fCl"'Ret if you l"IXe partinr; f\ clump of Irises this year, wc would be pleased to ; 
receive t hem ~nrt xefund ?ostage. /ll so, do ' nt think of throwi~~ any deed pods away , 

think of the 11em'l::lers who would like to @row them Md start their own S. S & J . 
col l ection. 

Finally, so tho?t you flo not forn;et • 
. 3Ui3SCnIPrIONS for 19RB/i19 were due on 1st July. 

send them ln wit~ this slip . ~ 

N<'.l1l8 ':\l1rt flrldrcss. " •• .. .. ...•.•...•....•. . , . • .......•..•. • ..•.• .• •••..• •.. . , .•...• • •. 
Cheerio: all the best . Joan . 


